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Kristi Blackwell, San Diego Branch Man-
aging Partner at Tyson & Mendes, is a 
powerhouse trial attorney who represents 

some of the nation’s biggest names in the retail, 
restaurant and hospitality space. In the face 
of skyrocketing jury verdicts and settlements 
across the country, Blackwell’s efforts have 
saved clients hundreds of millions of dollars 
in indemnity throughout her career – resulting 
in her elevation to partner in 2014, and equity 
partner and branch managing partner in 2021. 
Blackwell joined Tyson & Mendes as an asso-
ciate in 2008, assisting with preparation of the 
petition and opening brief for the firm’s land-
mark California Supreme Court win Howell 
v. Hamilton Meats.

Blackwell has since secured several other full 
defense verdicts and numerous jury verdicts sub-
stantially below plaintiffs’ settlement demands 
prior to trial. Based on her winning record and 
depth of expertise, Blackwell leads seminars and 
lectures around the country about a variety of 
defense strategies and legal issues.

Jaime D. Choi, Ph.D. is a partner at Snell 
& Wilmer in San Diego, where she special-
izes in intellectual property. Her practice 

focuses on patenting complex, interdisciplin-
ary technologies and building strategic patent 
portfolios, with an emphasis on evaluating and 
mitigating risk from third-party patents. She 
advises clients in a variety of market sectors, 
including bioinformatics, medical devices, ro-
botics, microfluidics, semiconductor fabrica-
tion, digital signal processing, photonics, ad-
vanced imaging, and fabrication of complex 
materials and devices that use them. Choi has 
deep experience in disputes, including litigation, 
arbitration, licensing and trade secrets. Within 
the startup community, she has been involved 
in organizations at the University of San Diego, 
UC Irvine, USC and the City College of New 
York, providing innovators with essential in-
formation on intellectual property needs. She 
is active in Athena, an organization that fast 
tracks women in STEM through leadership 
development. She can be reached at jchoi@
swlaw.com or 858-434-5014.

Ann Buckingham, partner at Latham & 
Watkins LLP, has extensive experience 
representing companies on complex and 

cross-border joint ventures, mergers and acqui-
sitions, with a particular focus on the commu-
nications, technology, real estate and gaming 
sectors. For example, she is currently advising 
Carlsbad-based Viasat, a global innovator in 
communications technologies and services, on 
its pending multibillion dollar acquisition of In-
marsat, a U.K.-based provider of mobile satel-
lite services serving the maritime, government, 
aviation and enterprise sectors. Buckingham is 
also currently advising California-based Digital 
Realty, the largest global provider of cloud- and 
carrier-neutral data center, colocation and inter-
connection solutions, on its pending multibillion 
dollar acquisition of a majority stake in Tera-
co, Africa’s leading carrier-neutral colocation 
provider, and associated joint venture arrange-
ments. She frequently advises San Diego compa-
nies such as Realty Income Corporation, Viasat 
and local biotech companies on a wide array of 
joint venture transactions. She can be reached 
at ann.buckingham@lw.com or 858-523-5412.

Jodi Cleesattle is Supervising Deputy Attor-
ney General for the California Department 
of Justice. She is an experienced litigator 

with the Employment & Administrative Man-
date Section, and was previously a partner at a 
national firm. She supervises a team of litiga-
tors, represents the state in employment litiga-
tion, and, in pandemic times, has represented 
the state in challenges to the COVID-19 pub-
lic health orders. She received a 2021 Attorney 
General’s Achievement Award for her work 
on COVID-19 litigation. She was named 2021 
Ronald M. George Public Lawyer of the Year 
by the California Lawyers Association for ded-
icating herself to public service professionally 
and through her extensive volunteer activities. 

Cleesattle currently has leadership or board 
positions with California Women Lawyers, the 
Tom Homann LGBTQ+ Law Association 
and the San Diego County Bar Association. 
She is president of a nonprofit that coordi-
nates book clubs for incarcerated youth and 
she cooks meals once a month for Rachel’s 
Women’s Center. 

KRISTI BLACKWELL
Branch Managing Partner - San Diego 

Tyson & Mendes LLP

JAIME D. CHOI, PH.D.
Partner 

Snell & Wilmer

Jeralin Cardoso, Partner at Sheppard, Mul-
lin, Richter & Hampton LLP, is Practice 
Group Leader of the Corporate and Se-

curities Practice Group. She has a deep under-
standing of the business and strategic needs of 
medical groups, physician organizations and 
healthcare-focused private equity funds. She 
also has an ability to explain complex regulat-
ed transactions in a manner that clients can 
understand. 

Cardoso advises a broad range of health-
care entities, including physician groups (sin-
gle-specialty, primary care and multi-specialty 
groups), hospitals, ancillary service providers 
and private equity and strategic investors. She 
has skillfully represented her clients while nav-
igating complex healthcare regulatory require-
ments and working with all parties to structure 
mutually beneficial transactions. For example, 
she served as healthcare regulatory counsel for 
private equity firm Amulet Capital Partners as 
it entered the gastroenterology sector form-
ing U.S. Digestive Health Management. She 
continues to represent USDH Management 
through its multiple partnerships, including 
the latest with Gastrointestinal Specialists, Inc.

Yahairah Aristy, Deputy Public Defender, 
San Diego County Office of the Primary 
Public Defender, is a dedicated commu-

nity leader. Aristy has served as a criminal de-
fense lawyer since 2005, handling cases ranging 
from murder to theft. For over 15 years, she 
has been dedicated to being of service to her 
clients to ensure their humanity is considered 
in the checks and balances of the criminal jus-
tice system. She earned her Juris Doctorate 
from Thomas Jefferson School of Law, and 
a Master of Arts in Clinical Psychology from 
Roosevelt University.

Aristy has also devoted her time to advanc-
ing women and diversity in the community, 
volunteering countless hours to various or-
ganizations that impact the lives of children, 
law students, women and diversity. Wherever 
Aristy volunteers, she serves with a relentless 
commitment to excellence, oftentimes setting 
the bar higher for the organization and chang-
ing lives at the same time. 
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Callie Bjurstrom, Partner at Pillsbury Win-
throp Shaw Pittman, is a tenacious client 
advocate. She has successfully tried cases to 

verdict as lead counsel in both state and federal 
courts, as well as represented clients before the 
International Trade Commission. She litigates 
patent, trademark, trade secret, copyright, un-
fair competition and unfair business practices 
disputes. Bjurstrom skillfully protects her clients’ 
IP rights in such diverse industries as medical 
devices, health information technology, telecom-
munications, gaming, manufacturing, entertain-
ment and consumer products. Currently, Bjur-
strom is representing a large health information 
services and technology company in a trade se-
cret case in the Southern District of California. 
She also represents a medical device company 
in both a patent and a trade secret case against 
a competitor and former executives valued at 
more than $100 million. Bjurstrom is lead di-
rector to Pillsbury’s board of directors and is 
involved in numerous pro bono activities lo-
cally. She can be reached at callie.bjurstrom@
pillsburylaw.com or 619-544-3107.
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Alara T. Chilton is the owner of the Law Of-
fice of Alara T. Chilton, a firm that seeks 
justice for victims of consumer fraud and 

sexual assault. She is past president and cur-
rent board member of the San Diego La Raza 
Lawyers Association (SDLRLA); a fellow of 
the American Bar Foundation; and an active 
member of the San Diego County Bar Associ-
ation’s Legal Ethics Committee. She has been 
recognized in San Diego “Super Lawyers” from 
2017 through 2021 and the San Diego Business 
Journal in 2015 and 2016. She received a Dis-
tinguished Service Award from the San Diego 
County Bar Association in 2019. 

Chilton promotes education in her com-
munity. Since 2012, she has organized and im-
plemented Project L.E.A.D. (Legal Enrich-
ment and Education), a 10-week program that 
teaches 5th graders how to resist peer pressure 
and avoid bullies. The program is a collabora-
tion between the District Attorney’s Office and 
SDLRLA. She can be reached at alarachil-
ton@gmail.com or 619-672-7201.
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Camille Joy DeCamp, an equity partner 
at Berg Hill Greenleaf Ruscitti, joined 
the firm in 2020. Joining the firm as a 

non-equity partner, with an office only in Ir-
vine, during the week the world shut down due 
to COVID-19, DeCamp has worked diligent-
ly to serve her clients through unprecedented 
times, adapted to a new firm while pivoting to 
the forced-upon “norms” of a pandemic, all 
while being a wife and a mother. Since her start, 
she has championed the efforts of opening the 
firm’s office in San Diego, where she has been 
practicing law for nearly 20 years. She co-chairs 
the construction and employment law practice 
groups, serves on the firm’s Compensation and 
Retention Committee and was elected an eq-
uity partner in fall 2021.

DeCamp’s practice focuses on construction, 
employment and business litigation. She works 
with clients and general counsel throughout 
California and around the nation. She can be 
reached at camille.decamp@bhgrlaw.com or 
619-569-1690.
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Christine Y. Dixon is an Associate Attor-
ney at Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin. 
She represents large and small corporate 

clients and handles a wide range of employ-
ment matters focusing on the defense of em-
ployers in all aspects of employment litigation. 
Dixon has been recognized as one of San Di-
ego Super Lawyers’ Rising Stars in 2021 and 
2022 and was also honored as San Diego De-
fense Lawyers’ Outstanding New Lawyer in 
2015. She was recognized in 2021 and 2022 
by Best Lawyers in America in its listing of 
Ones to Watch.

Dixon is President of San Diego Defense 
Lawyers and serves on the organization’s board. 
She is a Leadership Academy Scholar with 
the San Diego County Bar Association and 
she volunteers her time by judging mock tri-
al competitions. She earned her Juris Doctor 
from California Western School of Law and 
her Bachelor of Science from University of 
the Pacific. She can be reached at cdixon@
PettitKohn.com or 858-755-8500.
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Associate Attorney 
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Julia Dunlap is the Director of Business, 
Legal and Safety Programs for UC San 
Diego Division of Extended Studies. She 

oversees the Business certificates, ABA Ap-
proved Paralegal Certificate Program, Intel-
lectual Property Certificate Program, and the 
OSHA Training Institute Education Center. 

Dunlap earned her Juris Doctor (J.D.) from 
the University of San Diego School of Law, 
and became an active member of the Califor-
nia State Bar in 1993. She is licensed to prac-
tice before California and Federal courts. In 
addition to her duties at UC San Diego, she is 
a sole practitioner specializing in estate plan-
ning. A lawyer by training but an educator at 
heart, Dunlap currently teaches Legal Com-
munications and Legal Research & Analysis 
at the UC San Diego Division of Extended 
Studies. As a past president of the American 
Association for Paralegal Education, she is con-
sidered an expert in the field of training and 
education of non-lawyers.
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Hillary M. Dorne is an Attorney with Bu-
chalter. She is a member of the firm’s Cor-
porate Practice Group and the Health 

Care Practice Group in its San Diego office. 
Dorne focuses her practice on advising pri-
vate client transactions, including business 
planning and corporate compliance and gov-
ernance, commercial finance, real estate, and 
general representation of entrepreneurs within 
a variety of diverse industries with a particular 
emphasis on advising clients in the healthcare 
field. She recently represented a foreign health-
care company in establishing its multi-state 
presence in the United States for providing 
affordable health care and reproduction ser-
vices. Dorne is also knowledgeable in personal 
estate planning and multigenerational family 
business succession planning. 

Her other passions include  her three chil-
dren and loving husband, and the Southern 
California ocean. A San Diego native, Dorne 
has been able to balance a sophisticated and 
blooming practice with her family and person-
al life. She can be reached at hdorne@buchal-
ter.com or 619-219-6322.
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Sarah Brite Evans, Partner at Schwartz Se-
merdjian Cauley & Evans, leads her firm’s 
employment department, counseling employ-

ers on personnel and employment issues. She pro-
vided advice regarding COVID issues as the pan-
demic evolved, ensuring employers were able to 
keep operating safely and in full compliance with 
all requirements. Evans also represents businesses 
in complicated individual employment claims and 
in large class and representative action lawsuits. 
She influenced the national discourse by co-author-
ing the Employment Law chapter for the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s “A Practitioner’s Guide to 
Class Actions, Third Edition” published in 2021.

In 2021, Evans was Friends of Balboa Park’s 
board chair when the organization merged with 
another nonprofit to form Forever Balboa Park, 
the City of San Diego’s nonprofit partner in the 
park. Evans led merger negotiations; integrated 
the two organizations’ finances, directors, staff  
and volunteers; and oversaw operations until a 
new CEO was hired. She can be reached at sar-
ah@sscelaw.com or 619-236-8821.

Shannon R. Finley is a Shareholder at Pettit 
Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin. Her prac-
tice focuses on employment law and per-

sonal injury defense. Finley represents Cal-
ifornia employers in disputes ranging from 
single plaintiff wrongful termination cases to 
complex class actions. In addition to defend-
ing employers in litigation, she advises employ-
ers on best practices to avoid lawsuits. Finley 
is a speaker and author on issues including 
best hiring practices, wage and hour law, dis-
crimination, leaves of absence and social me-
dia. She received the San Diego Business Jour-
nal’s Leaders in Law Award in 2020. She has 
been recognized as a Super Lawyers Rising 
Star each year since 2019 and a Best Lawyers: 
Ones to Watch since 2021. Finley was awarded 
Lawyers Club of San Diego’s C. Hugh Fried-
man New Lawyer Award in 2019 and current-
ly serves as President-elect. She attended the 
University of San Diego School of Law. She 
can be reached at sfinley@pettitkohn.com or 
858-755-8500.
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Noel Egnatios, General Counsel and Chief 
Legal Officer of DivX, LLC, has risen 
through the ranks of the legal team at 

DivX, a company that has been creating pio-
neering video technologies worldwide for con-
sumers, device manufactures and streaming 
services since 2000. She has been central to 
the company’s IP portfolio development and 
licensing efforts, and also oversees DivX’s lit-
igation, compliance and HR functions. Ma-
jor consumer electronics brands have shipped 
1.7 billion DivX-enabled devices worldwide. 
Egnatios has also been involved in all legal 
aspects of distributing DivX’s separate con-
sumer software.

 Egnatios has spearheaded the growth of 
the company’s sizable IP portfolio, which has 
achieved an unprecedented 90% affirmance 
rate from the U.S. Patent Office during IPR 
proceedings. She has used her position to sup-
port diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives 
in hiring, and is an active member of several 
groups advocating for women’s advancement in 
the legal profession including SunLaw, ChIPs, 
and the online group Mothers Esquire.

NOEL EGNATIOS 
Chief Legal Officer  

DivX, LLC

Stacy L. Fode is a Partner at Nukk-Free-
man & Cerra, P.C. She focuses her prac-
tice on employment litigation and advise-

ment and business litigation. She specializes in 
representing business clients in all aspects of 
employment law including wrongful termina-
tion, discrimination, sexual harassment, whis-
tleblower, employment agreement, trade secret 
disputes, and wage and hour matters. Her clients 
have included employers in the financial, insur-
ance, retail, entertainment, technology, package 
delivery, telecom and energy industries. Rated 
AV-Preeminent by Martindale, Fode has rep-
resented hundreds of clients before state and 
federal courts, appellate courts, and adminis-
trative agencies such as the EEOC and DFEH. 
In addition, she conducts employment-related 
training seminars for employers and employ-
ment lawyers and investigations of employee 
misconduct and discrimination claims for her 
clients. She also negotiates and drafts a variety 
of employment agreements for high-level exec-
utives and has extensive experience in matters 
involving the protection of trade secrets and 
confidential information. She can be reached 
at sfode@nfclegal.com or 619-292-0515.

STACY L. FODE
Partner  

Nukk-Freeman & Cerra, P.C.
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Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
11710 El Camino Real | San Diego, CA 92130
+1.858.509.4000 | pillsburylaw.com

Pillsbury congratulates 
Callie Bjurstrom

for being selected as a 
2022 Woman of Influence in Law
by San Diego Business Journal.

www.sdbj.com JUNE 20, 202218  



SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL
WOMEN OF INFLUENCE IN LAW

Samantha Hardy is a partner with Shep-
pard Mullin in its Labor and Employment 
practice group. She also leads the firm’s 

Retail, Fashion & Beauty Team, and is active 
on the Food and Beverage team. 

Hardy’s focus is on defense of employers in 
all types of labor and employment matters, as 
well as on proactively advising employers to 
avoid litigation. She has handled single plain-
tiff  discrimination, retaliation, harassment, 
failure to accommodate, wrongful termina-
tion, and defamation cases, as well as other 
statutory, contract and tort-related claims, and 
has developed an expertise in California and 
national wage and hour issues. She has a sig-
nificant amount of experience representing 
employers in class actions, both within Cal-
ifornia and nationwide, as well as represent-
ing employers before administrative agencies.

Hardy has been active in influencing legis-
lative changes of interest to her clients both 
inside and outside California. She can be 
reached at shardy@sheppardmullin.com or 
619-840-9554.

Whitney Hodges is a partner at Sheppard, 
Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP in 
the firm’s San Diego office. As part of 

the Real Estate, Land Use and Natural Re-
sources Practice Group, she represents clients 
involved in residential, industrial, commercial 
and mixed-use development projects, as well 
as Native American Indian tribes and renew-
able energy developers through all phases of 
the land use regulatory process and environ-
mental compliance. Her land use experience 
includes real estate due diligence investigations, 
negotiating and drafting development agree-
ments, processing land use entitlements, ad-
vising tribal governments on environmental 
and natural resources law, and appearing be-
fore governmental agencies and commissions. 

In addition, she leads the firm’s Cannabis 
Industry Team and is Recruiting Chair for the 
San Diego office. In her free time, Hodges is 
an adjunct professor at USD and serves as a 
kitten foster home for the San Diego Humane 
Society. She can be reached at whodges@shep-
pardmullin.com or 619-338-6542.
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Partner; Co-leader, Retail, Fashion & 
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Emily Fox is Partner and Chair of the Em-
ployment Law practice group at Wilson 
Turner Kosmo LLP. A respected author-

ity on employment law, she is committed to 
advancing diversity in the legal industry. She 
is a skilled negotiator with a record of achiev-
ing favorable outcomes in high-stakes, employ-
ment-related disputes including wage and hour, 
harassment, discrimination and retaliation. 
She also helps clients avoid litigation. A lead-
er at one of the largest certified women-owned 
law firms in California, Fox creates opportuni-
ties for women and minority attorneys to ad-
vance their careers. She’s a driving force behind 
WTK’s diversity, professional development and 
service to the legal industry initiatives.

A Forever Balboa Park Trustee, Fox helps 
find creative solutions for challenges facing 
San Diego’s crown jewel, including providing 
pro bono human resource and employment 
law advice. She also helped the organization 
navigate the complexities of the pandemic. She 
can be reached at efox@wilsonturnerkosmo.
com or 619-236-9600.

EMILY FOX 
Partner and Employment Group Chair  

Wilson Turner Kosmo

WHITNEY HODGES 
Partner  

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP

Steffi Gascón Hafen is managing partner 
of the San Diego office of Snell & Wilmer. 
Her practice is concentrated in tax, trust 

and estate matters with emphasis in estate 
planning, trust and probate administration, 
and estate and gift taxation. 

In January 2019, Hafen was elected to her 
firm’s partnership in her first year of eligibil-
ity, a feat in and of itself. Partnership selec-
tion at Snell & Wilmer is based on a compre-
hensive look at an attorney’s demonstrated 
skills and potential as a lawyer and partner, 
and commitment to the firm, clients and the 
community. She was the only female partner 
in her practice group across all offices. In 2020, 
Hafen relocated from Snell & Wilmer’s Orange 
County office to help lead the opening of the 
San Diego office.

Hafen received her L.L.M. in Taxation from 
Loyola Law School and her J.D. from USC’s 
Gould School of Law. She can be reached at 
shafen@swlaw.com or 858-434-5002.

STEFFI GASCÓN HAFEN 
Managing Partner of the San Diego Office  

Snell & Wilmer

Michelle L. Jacko is the Managing Part-
ner and CEO of Jacko Law Group, PC, 
which offers securities, corporate, real es-

tate and employment law counsel to broker-deal-
ers, investment advisers, investment companies, 
hedge/private funds and financial industry pro-
fessionals. In addition, she is the Founder and 
CEO of Core Compliance & Legal Services, Inc., 
a compliance consultation firm. She specializes 
in investment adviser, broker-dealer, and fund 
regulatory compliance matters, internal control 
development, regulatory examinations, transi-
tion services and operational risk management. 

Her practice is focused on the areas of regu-
latory exams and formal inquiries, mergers and 
acquisitions, annual reviews, policies and proce-
dures development, testing of compliance pro-
grams (including evaluation of internal controls 
and supervision), mock exams, senior client issues, 
cybersecurity, Regulation S-P, and much more. 
As a frequent presenter at national financial in-
dustry conferences, Jacko delivers insightful and 
thought-provoking workshops regarding industry 
hot topics and rising compliance issues. She is a 
frequent contributor to various industry journals.

Ally Keegan is Associate Attorney in the 
Law Office of David P. Shapiro. She has 
practiced criminal defense on both the 

state and federal levels. Having handled var-
ious types of cases in every stage of the de-
fense process, she understands the care and 
attention that every person accused of a crime 
needs and deserves. She is proud to have the 
opportunity to defend people in their darkest 
hour. She knows that at the end of the day, 
the most gratifying part of her job is being 
able to help her clients navigate our compli-
cated legal system. Since 2021, she has served 
as an Adjunct Professor of Criminal Law at 
the USD School of Law Paralegal Program. 
Additionally, in the spring of 2022, Keegan 
added to her profile as a legal expert for Fox 
News after the sentencing of Jussie Smollett. 
She can be reached at Ally@DPShapiro.com 
or 619-295-3555. 

MICHELLE L. JACKO 
Managing Partner and CEO  

Jacko Law Group, PC

Emily Howe is principal and founder of the 
Law Offices of Emily E. Howe. Her success 
is based on a human-based approach with 

integrity, compassion and results. She helps 
socially conscious individuals, nonprofits and 
startups understand and access their rights. 
Her main areas of practice include wrongful 
death-catastrophic injuries, individual-civil 
rights, and trusts-estate planning. She success-
fully represents and empowers clients during 
difficult and stressful times.

Howe serves as President-elect of the Pan 
Asian Lawyers of San Diego and sits on the 
boards of the San Diego Library Foundation 
and La Jolla Bar Association. She is a found-
ing director of the San Diego Asian American 
Legal Education Fund and an active and life-
long member of numerous organizations and 
affinity bars. Her bar admissions include: Cal-
ifornia; Massachusetts; District of Columbia; 
U.S. District Courts; U.S. Court of Appeals 
for 9th and 10th Circuits; Supreme Court of 
the United States. She can be reached at info@
howelaws.com or 619-800-6605.

EMILY HOWE 
Principal | Founder  

Law Offices of Emily E. Howe

ALLY KEEGAN 
Associate Attorney  

Law Office of David P. Shapiro

Danielle C. Humphries, Partner at Hahn 
Loeser & Parks LLP, is Chair of  the 
Trusts & Estates Practice in the firm’s 

San Diego office. She serves as general coun-
sel for families, managing a multitude of legal 
issues, including trust and estate related issues, 
wealth preservation and protection, philan-
thropic planning, and tax planning. 

She has extensive experience representing 
fiduciaries and beneficiaries in complex trust 
and estate administration and litigation. Her 
representation of fiduciaries includes advising 
individual and corporate fiduciaries on risk 
mitigation and their duties and responsibili-
ties in the course of administration of trusts 
and estates. Humphries has earned a stellar 
reputation as a trusted adviser with experience, 
insight, and sophistication. Her genuine, car-
ing nature, coupled with her depth of experi-
ence, is evident in that her greatest source of 
new clients is through referrals. Humphries is 
an extraordinary role model and advocate for 
gender parity within the legal industry. She 
can be reached at dhumphries@hahnlaw.com 
or 619-810-4300.

DANIELLE C. HUMPHRIES 
Partner | Chair of Trusts & Estates 

Practice in San Diego Office  
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP
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CONGRATULATIONS
CAMILLE JOY DECAMP

TOP 50
2022

LAWLAW
WOMEN
of INFLUENCE in

HONOREE

EQUITY PARTNER 
CONSTRUCTION, EMPLOYMENT, & GENERAL CORPORATE LAW

E: CAMILLE.DECAMP@BHGRLAW.COM | O: 619.569.1690

on being named one of San Diego Business Journal’s 
Most Influential Women in Law 2022. 

This is a testament to your hard work and dedication 
to advocacy and the San Diego business community 

- an absolute honor and well deserved.

Recognized by the San Diego Business Journal 
as a “Top Influential Woman in Law” in the 
San Diego area.

CONGRATULATES

HILLARY M. DORNE 

www.buchalter.com 
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MONIQUE LASHBROOK 
Partner  

Snell & Wilmer

Kathleen “Katie” Lepore is an attorney 
with Miller, Monson, Peshel, Polacek & 
Hoshaw, specializing in estate planning 

and tax. Having worked in the public account-
ing world as a licensed CPA, she decided to re-
turn to USD for her Juris Doctorate, and then 
her LL.M. at Georgetown Law. 

She regularly assists clients to understand 
complex trust, estate, and tax concepts to plan 
for their futures in any number of unique ways. 
Lepore regularly counsels real estate investors 
and has been invited to speak at many of the 
local real estate investor groups. A proud alum-
na of USD, she often returns to campus to 
speak to current law students about various 
careers in tax law since she has spanned in her 
career: public accounting, government work 
while clerking at the Department of Justice 
Criminal Tax Division, large firms, small firms, 
as well as pursuing an LL.M. degree. She is a 
frequent contributor to tax publications and 
was named a Super Lawyers Rising Star in 
2020, 2021 and 2022. She can be reached at 
katielepore@mmpph.com or 619-239-7777.

KATIE LEPORE 
CPA, Associate 

Miller, Monson, Peshel, Polacek & Hoshaw

Jennifer N. Lutz is a Shareholder with Pettit 
Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin. A founding 
shareholder, she is co-chair of the firm’s 

Employment and Labor Department. Her lit-
igation career spans over two decades. In that 
time she has developed a strong reputation 
as one of San Diego’s premier and go-to em-
ployment law attorneys in both counseling and 
employment litigation. She represents a broad 
spectrum of clients and prominent companies 
defending and advising on their most complex 
and important cases. She has an extraordinary 
record of favorable outcomes and successes in 
a variety of cases in state and federal courts 
and administrative agencies. Lutz is a wide-
ly sought out author and speaker, frequently 
invited to provide employment practices and 
employee management training and guidance 
for private firms, other attorneys, and profes-
sional organizations throughout California. 
She is an employment law instructor for UC 
San Diego’s Division of Extended Studies. 
She can be reached at jlutz@pettitkohn.com 
or 858-755-8500. 

JENNIFER N. LUTZ 
Shareholder / Employment Attorney  
Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dolin

Márcia Yafuso Loeffelholz is a Partner at 
Hecht Solberg Robinson Goldberg & 
Bagley LLP. She specializes in real es-

tate and business transaction matters, focusing 
on acquisitions, dispositions, financing transac-
tions, commercial leasing, entity formation and 
general business matters. She has advised large 
and medium-sized developers of multifamily 
residential, mixed-use and commercial proj-
ects, hotels and self-storage clients in preparing 
and negotiating purchase and sale agreements 
through successful deal closing, including due 
diligence, complex title review, financing trans-
actions, development and commercial leasing. 
She also has represented clients in the forma-
tion of entities tailored to clients’ specific needs, 
business planning, operation and corporate gov-
ernance and general business matters.

She is active in the following associations: 
Survivors of Torture, International (Board 
Member); Lawyers Club of San Diego (Di-
verse Women’s Committee); and Reality 
Changers, San Diego (Volunteer Mentor). She 
can be reached at mloeffelholz@hechtsolberg.
com or 619-239-3444 extension 1109.

MÁRCIA YAFUSO LOEFFELHOLZ 
Partner Attorney  

Hecht Solberg Robinson Goldberg & 
Bagley LLP

Monique Lashbrook is a partner in the San 
Diego office of Snell & Wilmer, a full-ser-
vice business law firm with more than 450 

attorneys practicing in 16 locations throughout 
the United States and in Mexico. She focus-
es on real estate, corporate and commercial fi-
nance-related matters and transactions. She has 
extensive experience handling real estate acqui-
sitions and dispositions, joint ventures, commer-
cial mortgage financing, commercial leasing for 
industrial and retail spaces, and property man-
agement matters. Lashbrook also has experience 
in connection with mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate governance, corporate entity docu-
ments and consents, private placement memo-
randums and Regulation D securities offerings, 
as well as nondisclosure agreements.

Her previous experience serving as deputy 
general counsel for the City of San Diego’s Re-
development Agency, as general counsel of a 
private equity real estate investment company 
and key roles in private practice, have provided 
her with unique insight into anticipating and 
addressing client needs. She can be reached 
at mlashbrook@swlaw.com or 858-434-5007.

Mhairi Marsh is a senior employment at-
torney at Qualcomm, with a depth and 
breadth of experience counseling em-

ployers of all sizes in the ins and outs of em-
ployment law. She is a skilled business partner 
well-versed in the challenges employers face 
balancing compliance efforts with business 
needs. She is a “recovering litigator” with first 
and second chair experience, which informs 
both litigation strategy and litigation avoidance.

Marsh is the only female lead for a small 
employment law team, which serves the entire 
company. Her expertise is U.S.-focused and she 
is the go-to point of contact for all employ-
ment matters in the United States. She is a DEI 
champion and strives to incorporate aspects of 
DEI into all policies, processes and procedures. 
She has and continues to lead efforts that pro-
mote DEI throughout the company, even glob-
ally. She goes above and beyond compliance 
obligations to provide genuine support for all 
employees. She can be reached at mlmarsh@
qualcomm.com.

Lisa M. Martens, partner at Sheppard Mul-
lin, is in the Intellectual Property practice 
based in Del Mar. She focuses her practice 

on the protection and enforcement of brands 
for clients ranging from startups to Fortune 
500 corporations — including Jack in the Box, 
Quidel Corporation and DJO Global — as 
well as American singer-songwriter Tom De-
Longe, formerly lead singer of Blink-182. She 
counsels clients on a variety of trademark is-
sues, including the development of U.S. and 
foreign trademark portfolios, global brand 
strategy, and licensing. She has also success-
fully handled numerous domain name disputes 
in the U.S. and worldwide. In addition, Mar-
tens regularly provides advice on advertising 
substantiation and rights of publicity and has 
successfully litigated trademark and copyright 
infringement disputes, false advertising and 
right of publicity cases in federal court. An 
advocate for pro bono work, she is one of the 
lead partners managing the firm’s relationships 
with nonprofits.

MHAIRI MARSH 
Senior Director, Legal Counsel  

Qualcomm

LISA M. MARTENS 
Partner  

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP

Cayce Lynch, Administrative Partner at Ty-
son & Mendes LLP, oversees all adminis-
trative, accounting, finance, IT, marketing 

and office operations for the nationwide civil 
litigation and insurance defense firm. Lynch 
has successfully increased productivity and 
growth at Tyson & Mendes over the last sev-
eral years – including the whirlwind of the 
COVID-19 pandemic – resulting in an increase 
of over 217% in revenue since 2018.

She has developed several internal initia-
tives that have doubled the size of the firm and 
raised its profile: the Women’s Initiative to pro-
mote mentoring and support for female attor-
neys and staff; the Young Professionals Group 
to facilitate growth and business development 
for young lawyers and insurance professionals; 
a Diversity & Inclusion committee to support 
and recruit a diverse workforce; and Tyson & 
Mendes University, a training program that 
sets its litigators up for success in the court-
room. She also launched the firm’s charitable 
giving program, and established a firm-wide 
paid parental leave policy.

CAYCE LYNCH 
Administrative Partner  
Tyson & Mendes LLP

Sara Neva is a commercial real estate part-
ner at Procopio focusing on purchase and 
sales, leases, joint ventures and financing. 

Neva is building her own rapidly growing cli-
ent base by ensuring clients are armed with 
the knowledge of constantly changing real es-
tate laws, and by creatively and efficiently guid-
ing real estate developers, investors, lenders, 
landlords and tenants through the pandem-
ic and ever-changing economic environment. 
She finds creative and practical solutions for 
clients while cutting down on unnecessary le-
gal roadblocks. By focusing on real world is-
sues, Neva is key to reaching deals faster and 
more efficiently. For example, a number of cli-
ents wanted to complete property purchases 
or sales in record time due to anticipated legal, 
taxation and economic changes. Neva struc-
tured and closed complex transactions in ex-
tremely tight time frames to achieve her cli-
ents’ desired business outcomes. She has been 
honored as a Super Lawyers Rising Star. She 
can be reached at sara.neva@procopio.com.

SARA NEVA 
Partner  

Procopio
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Experience. Commitment. Talent. 
 

We are proud to join in honoring Ann Buckingham and  
Jennifer Roy, and we’re grateful for their contributions to the 
legal profession, our firm, and our communities. They both  
have made outstanding contributions to their practice areas,  
have been recognized for their dedication to excellence,  
and embody the talent and culture of Latham & Watkins. 

We commend them for their hard work, innovation, and 
commitment to client service. 

Defining Leadership

We also congratulate Christine Stansall 
for her significant contributions as  
a Latham & Watkins Practice Technology 
Project Manager.

ANN BUCKINGHAM
Partner, Corporate/M&A

JENNIFER ROY
Partner, Environment,  

Land & Resources

On her selection as a 2022 San Diego Business Journal  
Women of Influence in Law Top 50.

Danielle is a trusted wealth advisor to her clients and their families 
through her trusts and estates practice. Her dedication to her clients and 

community make her truly deserving of this honor. Congratulations to 
Danielle and to all of the Top 50 Influential Women in Law!

DANIELLE C. 
HUMPHRIES

HAHN LOESER
CONGRATULATES
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HAHN LOESER & PARKS LLP   |  619.810.4300  |  600 WEST BROADWAY  |  SUITE 1500  |  SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101
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Natalie Prescott is Deputy General Counsel 
at Fulgent Genetics. She is a distinguished 
expert in her field and is a Privacy Law 

Specialist — an ABA designation held by a very 
small number of lawyers. She is also a Certified 
Information Privacy Professional, a Certified In-
formation Privacy Manager and an award-win-
ning trial lawyer.

Prescott recently joined Fulgent Genetics, a 
public company, as the leader of its legal depart-
ment. Previously in private practice, she advised 
Fortune 500 and other large clients on privacy 
and data security matters, data breach notifica-
tion laws, TCPA class actions, data breach class 
actions, privacy class actions, business litigation 
and trials. She is also a member of the Interna-
tional Association of Privacy Professionals. She 
is fluent in Russian and Ukrainian and brings 
international expertise to global companies with 
U.S. and international presence. 

Prescott is also the past vice president and 
board member of Lawyers Club — a non-prof-
it organization dedicated to advancing women 
and minorities in the legal profession.

Jessica Pride is Managing Partner at The 
Pride Law Firm. She has been fighting for 
survivors of sexual assault, child sexual 

abuse and sexual harassment in the workplace 
for over 15 years. 

Pride believes in supporting the survivor 
community as a whole. For the last four years, 
she has been the president of the Board of Di-
rectors for the Center for Community Solu-
tions, San Diego County’s Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault Crisis Center. She 
co-founded and co-chaired the Sexual Assault 
Litigation Group for The American Associa-
tion for Justice (AAJ). Due to her extensive 
work and history in the field, Pride will open 
the Sirona Healing Center, a center for survi-
vors to heal from the impacts of sexual and 
intimate partner violence, in fall of this year.

Recently, Pride has fought for victims of 
sexual assault in psychiatric facilities as well 
as victims of sexual assault in state and fed-
eral penitentiaries.

She can be reached at jpride@pridelawfirm.
com or (619) 516-8166.

NATALIE PRESCOTT 
Deputy General Counsel  

Fulgent Genetics

Susan Oliver, Partner at Tyson & Mendes 
LLP, is a powerhouse in the legal indus-
try, leading multi-attorney teams focused 

on defending clients against catastrophic per-
sonal injury, employment practices and med-
ical malpractice cases. She has also personally 
handled over 150 sexual abuse, assault, and/or 
molestation cases and regularly speaks at con-
ferences about the unique issues the defense 
faces in these cases.

Oliver is particularly adept at devising novel 
legal arguments – which acknowledge difficult 
aspects of a case in order to defuse anger and 
minimize her client’s exposure – and has been 
extremely successful in positioning cases so her 
clients win on summary judgment without the 
need for a trial. In two recent cases, she saved 
her clients more than $100 million combined. 
She is also skilled at stepping into large cas-
es late in the litigation process and providing 
extensive evaluations and readying the cases 
for a trial and a successful outcome. 

SUSAN OLIVER 
Partner  

 Tyson & Mendes LLP

JESSICA PRIDE 
Sexual Assault Attorney  

The Pride Law Firm

Stacey O’Neill, Managing Partner at Jure-
witz Law Group, has always been a tre-
mendous asset to the firm. She is respon-

sible for managing a portion of the firm’s per-
sonal injury caseload. While many attorneys 
may solely depend on their paralegal(s) to 
communicate case matters with their clients 
and other contacts, O’Neill takes an impressive 
active role with her legal team and will take 
that extra step to provide exemplary legal ser-
vice in order to help clients and provide them 
with the best chance of a positive outcome. 
Her personal approach with clients (and even 
with staff members) is a praiseworthy quality 
that the office firmly believes is a contributing 
factor to the success of our firm. All of this 
while juggling over 100 cases and supervising 
her legal team to ensure client cases and their 
medical treatment are managed with the ut-
most care. She can be reached at 619-233-5020 
or info@jurewitz.com.

STACEY O’NEILL 
Managing Partner  

Jurewitz Law Group

Anna M. Romanskaya is a Partner with 
Stark & D’Ambrosio, LLP. She manag-
es the firm’s family law division and rep-

resents clients in all aspects of family law, includ-
ing restraining orders, pre and post marital agree-
ments, marital dissolutions, child custody, child 
and spousal support, property division and post 
judgment issues.

Romanskaya is an activist and avid public 
speaker on victim advocacy and youth issues, 
particularly in the areas of domestic and sexual 
violence and healthy relationships. She uses her 
background in crisis intervention and negotia-
tion to offer her clients passionate and empa-
thetic representation as they work through the 
emotional challenges of their family law matters. 

Romanskaya devotes her time on mentoring 
younger lawyers and law students. She is a past re-
cipient of the San Diego County Bar Association’s 
distinguished Service Award for her contribution 
to continuing legal education and has been recog-
nized as a SuperLawer continuously since 2015. 

She can be reached at aromanskaya@
starkllp.com.

Jennifer Roy is a Partner at Latham & 
Watkins LLP. She provides environmen-
tal counseling in all areas of environmen-

tal law with a focus on energy and major in-
frastructure projects. She leverages substantial 
experience in clean energy, regulatory and en-
vironmental compliance matters gained both 
at Latham and in the private sector. She has 
built a strong reputation in project entitlement 
matters, administrative and municipal hearings, 
land use litigation, and federal environmen-
tal review and permitting issues. The array of 
major projects on which Roy advises includes 
power plants, transmission lines, renewable 
energy facilities, liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
plants, and ocean water desalination projects. 
She also advises residential and commercial 
developers.

Roy began her career at Latham and re-
joined the firm in May 2021 from Venture 
Global LNG, where she served as Assistant 
General Counsel and advised on environmen-
tal and regulatory matters for the company’s 
portfolio of LNG export terminals. She can 
be reached at jennifer.roy@lw.com or 858-
523-3980.

ANNA M. ROMANSKAYA 
Attorney/ Partner    

Stark & D’Ambrosio LLP

Sally Reddy is the Supervising Attorney 
with Dallo Law Group, a boutique law 
firm in San Diego specializing in tax dis-

pute resolutions and complex tax planning. 
She has been practicing law in San Diego since 
2014. Reddy is passionate about tax law and 
enjoys working with her clients – predominant-
ly small business owners in San Diego County 

– to resolve their tax issues. 
As a military spouse, Reddy overcame many 

challenges to reach her position as supervising 
attorney. Because of frequent military moves 
early in her career, she is licensed in three ju-
risdictions and took two full bar exams. Each 
move required her to restart her career. 

As a result of her struggles, Reddy is enthu-
siastic about helping new attorneys begin their 
job search and her experience proves every at-
torney can achieve her dreams no matter where 
they start out or the challenges they may face. 

She can be reached at sreddy@dallolaw-
group.com or (619) 795-8000.

SALLY REDDY 
Supervising Attorney  

Dallo Law Group

JENNIFER ROY 
Partner  

Latham & Watkins LLP

Kristen G. Roberts is Founder and Man-
aging Attorney at Trestle Law, APC. She 
is a California-based intellectual proper-

ty attorney who helps business owners build 
a bridge from their brands to their bank ac-
counts. 

Consistently awarded as one of the top in-
tellectual property attorneys in her area, Rob-
erts is experienced in the fields of trademark 
and copyright registration, licensing and en-
forcement and has closed transactions with 
companies like Walmart, Target, Lululemon, 
Chipotle and more. In recent years, she helped 
NFT project founders and developers with 
their branding strategy. She’s also an NFT ed-
ucator by way of her NFTs for N00bs program.

Roberts is also an adjunct law professor and 
just recently finished serving as a commission-
er for the City of San Diego’s Redistricting 
Commission. She participated in the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s PLI program and served 
as a founding board of trustee member for 
Empower Charter.

She can be reached at Hello@trestlelaw.com 
or (619) 289-8939.

KRISTEN G. ROBERTS
Founder & Managing Attorney  

Trestle Law, APC
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AMELIA SANCHEZ 
Partner  

Crosbie Gliner Schiffman Southard & 
Swanson LLP (CGS3)

SARAH T. SCHAFFER 
Principal Attorney  

Schaffer Family Law Group

DINA SEGAL 
VP Head of Strategic Transactions and 

Financial Technologies, Legal  
Gusto Inc.

RENÉE SCHOR 
Partner  

Schor Vogelzang & Chung LLP

Sarah T. Schaffer is Principal Attorney of 
Schaffer Family Law Group. She is a Cer-
tified Family Law Specialist, a distinction 

earned from the State Bar of California by a 
very small percentage of attorneys. She is also 
a certified mediator and collaborative divorce 
practitioner.

In addition to her law degree, Schaffer earned 
a Master of Laws Degree in taxation. Prior to 
becoming an attorney, Sarah worked as a tax 
consultant with Big Four accounting firm Ernst 
& Young. Earlier in her career, she served in the 
United States Marine Corps. Today, she contin-
ues to serve as Deputy Director, Reserve Legal 
Support, Headquarters Marine Corps, Judge 
Advocate Division, Washington, D.C. 

Schaffer is actively involved with Casa Corne-
lia Law Center, providing pro bono legal services 
to victims of human and civil rights violations, 
and Kids Turn, a non-profit organization sup-
porting children and parents experiencing family 
separations or military transitions.

She can be reached at info@sts.legal or 858-
509-7907.

Renée Schor is Partner at Schor Vogelzang & 
Chung LLP. She has been practicing since 
1990 helping employers around the world 

meet their vision for an ideal workplace. 
Her practice includes expertise in counseling 

on creating and enforcing policies and establish-
ing human resource systems that are legally com-
pliant, set clear expectations for the employee 
and the employer, and make business sense for 
the employer’s unique workplace; educating and 
training employers on means for creating and 
maintaining great workplaces, including avoid-
ing and investigating harassment, understanding 
leaves of absence and managing performance; 
investigating claims of misconduct, including 
harassment or discrimination; and defending 
employers against claims of wage and hour vi-
olations, discrimination, harassment, retaliation 
and other employment-related claims. 

Schor has won many awards and is a mem-
ber State Bar of California, San Diego County 
Bar Association and San Diego Lawyers Club. 

She can be reached at renee@svclegal.com 
or (619) 354-6517.

Amelia Sanchez is a Partner with Cros-
bie Gliner Schiffman Southard & Swan-
son LLP (CGS3). She a recognized lead-

er among Southern California commercial real 
estate law firms. 

With over 20 years of commercial real estate 
and transactional experience, Sanchez joined 
CGS3 as senior counsel in 2015 and has since 
successfully represented national, regional, and 
local companies in all asset categories. She has 
developed deep expertise in advising business 
clients on leasing transactions that include retail, 
office, financial, life science, mixed-use, industri-
al, telecommunications and solar leases and on 
purchase and sale transactions. 

In addition to her commercial real estate expe-
rience, Sanchez has handled a variety of business 
and transactional matters, including licensing, 
consultant, easement, access, vendor, co-market-
ing, service, and management agreements. 

Prior to joining CGS3, Sanchez worked in-
house at Cricket Communications, Inc. and New-
land Communities, LLC and was a member of 
the commercial real estate transaction practice 
group at Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hamp-
ton LLP. 

Dina Segal is Vice President Head of Stra-
tegic Transactions and Financial Tech-
nologies, Legal at Gusto Inc. In this role, 

Segal is the lead attorney empowering Gusto’s 
M&A and other strategic transactions and fi-
nancial technology product initiatives. 

Prior to joining Gusto, Segal was Assistant 
General Counsel at Intuit Inc. where she was 
a key legal partner to Intuit’s business teams 
working to power prosperity around the world 
by helping customers prepare their taxes, gain 
access to capital, and support small businesses. 

Segal is also currently co-president and 
board member of SunLaw, Inc., a non-profit 
dynamic community that supports, educates, 
advances, connects, and inspires women in 
house counsel to maximize their fullest per-
sonal and professional potential and lead. She 
brings a diversity of thought, collaborative at-
titude and deep business acumen to help solve 
some of the most complex legal challenges and 
get deals done.

She can be reached at dinab84@gmail.com.
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Congratulations,
Jessica!

619-516-8166 • www.survivorlawyer.com
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CHRISTINE D. STANSALL, ACP 
Practice Technology Project Manager  

Latham & Watkins LLP

MARESA TALBERT 
CEO  

Talbert Law Office, APC

RENEE N.G. STACKHOUSE 
Owner/Trial Lawyer  

Stackhouse, APC

AMY TRANCKINO 
Partner; Former Practice Group Leader of the Tax, 

Employee Benefits and Trusts and Estates Practice Group  
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP

Maresa Talbert is Owner of Talbert Law 
Office. She specializes in business and in-
tellectual property law and provides rep-

resentation and general counsel services to help 
businesses, nonprofits, and individuals with enti-
ty formation, governance and compliance issues 
and intellectual property ownership to protect 
their brands and creative assets. 

Talbert began her career as a senate aide in 
the Texas Legislature before resigning to join the 
U.S. Navy. After earning her commission as a 
Surface Warfare Officer, Talbert has spent the 
last 12 years serving in the military, including two 
deployments in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Currently, Talbert serves in the Navy 
Reserves as the Executive Officer. 

Beyond her practice and military duties, Tal-
bert serves on the National Naval Officers As-
sociation and California Western School of Law 
Alumni Association boards and is president of 
the Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association.

She can be reached at admin@talbertlawof-
fice.com or (619) 356-8056.

Amy Tranckino is a Partner at Sheppard Mul-
lin. She is the former Practice Group Leader 
of the Tax, Employee Benefits, and Trusts 

and Estates Practice Group. 
Tranckino is a seasoned deal lawyer and cli-

ents appreciate her creative, solutions-oriented 
approach to complex business matters, includ-
ing mergers and acquisitions, opportunity zone 
funds, tax credit financings and partnership ven-
tures. She advises clients ranging from public 
companies to family-owned businesses in many 
diverse industries.

Tranckino is an Adjunct Member of the Part-
nerships and Limited Liability Companies Com-
mittee in the Business Law Section of the State 
Bar of California. She is a member of the San Di-
ego County Bar Association and a former Board 
Member at Friends of La Posada.

Among her many recent accomplishments, 
Tranckino represented Allied Universal, the larg-
est security guard company in the U.S., in connec-
tion with numerous acquisitions in 2021 and 2022.

She can be reached at atranckino@sheppard-
mullin.com or 858-720-8960

Renee N.G. Stackhouse is Owner and Trial 
Lawyer at Stackhouse, APC. She is board 
certified by the National Board of Trial Ad-

vocacy in Civil Trial Advocacy. Her practice is 
devoted to helping those who have been injured 
through no fault of their own and supporting 
service members in navigating the military and 
civilian justice systems. 

Stackhouse is a recognized leader in the legal 
community, actively serving and contributing to 
organizations, including serving as a Past Pres-
ident of California Women Lawyers, the CWL 
Foundation, San Diego County Bar Association, 
San Diego La Raza Lawyers Association and 
the Thomas Jefferson School of Law Alumni 
Association. 

Stackhouse teaches trial skills to lawyers from 
across the country with Trial Lawyers College 
and is an adjunct professor at her alma mater, 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law where she was 
recently elected to the TJSL Board of Trustees. 

She can be reached at Renee@StackhouseA-
PC.com or 760-224-5226.

Christine D. Stansall is Practice Technol-
ogy Project Manager at Latham & Wat-
kins LLP. She has built a presence in the 

legal industry over the last 27 years first as a 
paralegal gaining experience in law office ad-
ministration, legal project management eDis-
covery, litigation support and legal technology. 
Over the years, she earned several paralegal 
certifications including the Certified Parale-
gal and Advanced Certified Paralegal from 
the National Association of Legal Assistants, 
and the California Certified Paralegal from the 
California Alliance of Paralegal Associations. 

Stansall is an advocate for the education and 
training of all legal professionals in eDiscovery. 
She is a member of Women in Ediscovery and 
has regularly spoken at various continuing ed-
ucation sessions on legal operations, legal proj-
ect management and eDiscovery. She is the cur-
rent Chapter President of the San Diego Chap-
ter of the Association of Certified E-Discovery 
Specialists and a member of the Law Practice 
Management and Technology committee of 
the California Lawyers Association.
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Jennifer Chang Wolfe is a Partner at Hecht 
Solberg Robinson Goldberg & Bagley LLP. 
Wolfe practices in the areas of real estate, fi-

nance, and business transactions. Her clients in-
clude commercial property owners and devel-
opers, commercial landlords and tenants, utility 
companies, banks, asset managers, educational 
institutions, restaurant operators, hospitality com-
panies, medical offices, and non-profits. 

Wolfe’s practice focuses on representing com-
mercial developers and home builders in real es-
tate acquisitions and dispositions, entity forma-
tion, and financing and defeasances. She also rep-
resents landlords and tenants in a variety of leas-
ing transactions, including office, industrial, and 
retail leases covering all property types, including 
single-tenant, multi-tenant and mixed-use projects.

Other focuses of Wolfe’s practice include draft-
ing and negotiating easement and license agree-
ments for commercial developments, advising 
clients on title-related issues, business entity struc-
turing, formation and advising and nonprofit or-
ganizations.

She can be reached at jwolfe@hechtsolberg.
com or 619-239-3444 extension 1142.

Lily Zhang is a Member at Mintz. She is an 
IP practitioner specializing in patent prepa-
ration and prosecution and providing clients 

with strategic insights in portfolio management. 
What sets Zhang apart from her peers is her 

rare combination of exceptional client service 
and collaboration, in-depth expertise in emerg-
ing/evolving areas of technology such as AI and 
machine learning, and enthusiasm for new and 
innovative approaches to patent strategy and 
prosecution. She digs into her clients’ technol-
ogies to fully understand the commercial mar-
kets for the technology, the relevant enforcement 
regimes and effective monetization schemes. 

In acknowledgement for her outstanding 
work, Zhang has been recognized as one of 
the San Diego Business Journal’s Women of 
Influence in Technology 2021 and 40 Next Top 
Business Leaders Under 40 winners and among 
Best Lawyers’ inaugural “Ones to Watch” in 
Patent Law.

She can be reached at LZhang@mintz.com 
or 858-314-1577.

JENNIFER CHANG WOLFE 
Partner Attorney  

Hecht Solberg Robinson Goldberg & 
Bagley LLP

Kandace Watson is a Partner in Sheppard 
Mullin’s Corporate & Securities practice 
group in the firm’s Del Mar office. Wat-

son has more than 20 years’ extensive experi-
ence serving as a valuable resource to C-suite 
and other executives, boards and special com-
mittees to develop customized solutions from a 
blank slate for commercial, corporate, financing, 
governance, legal, regulatory and social matters 
affecting companies. She is a master corporate 
strategist who excels at mergers and acquisitions, 
intellectual property licensing and board gover-
nance. Structuring joint ventures and strategic 
alliances between majority-minority and wom-
en-owned business enterprises (DBEs, MBEs 
and WBEs) is among her specialties.

She is an advocate for giving back, wheth-
er through pro bono legal work, community 
outreach and activism, or serving as a mentor 
and career coach to dozens of mentees all over 
the country. Since January 2021 she has logged 
more than 120 pro bono hours to various cli-
ents in need of legal support.

KANDACE WATSON
Partner  

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP

LILY ZHANG 
Member  
Mintz

Bhashini Weerasinghe is the Owner of Law 
Office of Bhashini Weerasinghe. She is a 
distinguished and experienced attorney 

who focuses on estate planning, assisting small 
businesses and drafting premarital agreements. 

She has received a number of accolades in-
cluding Women of Influence in Law 2021 by 
San Diego Business Journal, Rising Star by Su-
per Lawyers for the last eight years, Best of Bar 
from the San Diego Business Journal in 2015 
and 2017, and Top Attorney in Estate Planning 
by San Diego Daily Transcript in 2014. 

Weerasinghe attended the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley, where she earned her Bache-
lor of Arts in Political Science and she earned 
her Juris Doctorate at New England School of 
Law, in Boston.

She currently serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Children’s Legal Services of San 
Diego and also served on boards for Lawyers 
Club of San Diego and Women of Color in Law. 

She can be reached at bw@bhashinilaw.com 
or 619-352-0519.

BHASHINI WEERASINGHE 
Owner  

Law Office of Bhashini Weerasinghe
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Stark & D’Ambrosio, LLP congratulates our 
Family Law Partner, Anna M. Romanskaya, 

for her tremendous accomplishments and in her 
selection as one of the top 50 Women of In� uence 

in Law by the San Diego Business Journal

Anna M. Romanskaya, Esq.
Stark & D’Ambrosio, LLP
501 W. Broadway, Ste. 960

San Diego, CA 92101
Tel: (619) 338-9500
Fax: (619) 338-9595

aromanskaya@starkllp.com
www.starkdambrosio.com



We are so proud of firm partner 
SARAH BRITE EVANS 

for being named a 
San Diego Woman of Influence 

in Law Top 50!

The legal skills, litigation experience and support of a large firm. 
The virtues of a personal approach to practice.

101 W. BROADWAY, SUITE 810  |   SAN DIEGO, CA 92101  |   619.236.8821   |   WWW.SSCELAW.COM
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