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Ariel Bedell, a partner at Loftin|Bedell 
P.C., is a real estate and business at-
torney delivering client-centric solu-

tions to complex real estate and business 
transactions. Her approach to finding 
solutions for her clients often results in 
discovering new legal ideas and approach-
es. Acting as general counsel, Bedell as-
sists clients in their real estate, business 
and contract needs. She provides coun-
sel on buying and selling real estate and 
lease negotiations and preparation, and 
handles a wide range of related matters, 
from operational and entitlement issues to 
business formation and operational proce-
dures to financing. As part of the general 
counsel services, Bedell also assists with 
legal disputes including representations 
involving governmental agencies and lit-
igation. Bedell is involved with CREW 
San Diego, serving as the chapter’s 2020 
president. She has earned a LEED AP 
Building Design + Construction creden-
tial and multiple professional recognitions.

Nadia P. Bermudez, shareholder with 
Klinedinst PC, is an AV-Preeminent 
rated employment and business liti-

gation attorney who represents businesses, 
public agencies and individuals in a wide 
range of employment matters, including 
harassment, discrimination, retaliation, 
wage and hour, wrongful termination, defa-
mation, trade secrets cases and ADA litiga-
tion. Bermudez is adept at helping a wide 
variety of clients navigate the increasingly 
complex California business environment. 
Bermudez is also a sought-after trainer in 
the areas of harassment prevention, reason-
able accommodation and disability law, and 
diversity, equity and inclusion. In 2021, she 
was appointed by the San Diego Superior 
Court to serve on the Anti-Bias and Le-
gal Equality (ABLE) Committee. In 2019, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom appointed Bermudez 
to serve on the Regional Judicial Selection 
Advisory Committee. The same year, Ber-
mudez was asked to chair the Merit Se-
lection Panel for the U.S. District Court, 
Southern District of California.

ARIEL BEDELL
Partner

Loftin|Bedell P.C.

Ben Aguilar is the owner and found-
er of the Law Offices of Ben Agu-
ilar in downtown San Diego. His 

practice focuses on family law cases.
Aguilar is the immediate past pres-

ident of the San Diego La Raza Law-
yers Scholarship Foundation. He serves 
on the board of directors of American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) Next-
Gen and the San Diego Performing 
Arts League. Aguilar previously served 
as co-president of the Tom Homann 
LGBT Law Association (2015-2017). 
He also served on the board of direc-
tors of the National LGBT Bar Asso-
ciation (2016-2018).

Aguilar is an adjunct faculty pro-
fessor at California Western School 
of  Law where he teaches family law. 
In 2019, Aguilar was appointed as a 
county hearing officer by Supervisor 
Nathan Fletcher.

Aguilar was named by the San Di-
ego Business Journal as one of the Top 
50 Most Influential LGBTQ+ Lead-
ers in 2022.

BEN AGUILAR
Owner and Founder

Law Offices of Ben Aguilar

NADIA BERMUDEZ
Shareholder

Klinedinst PC

Eshel Bar-Adon is executive vice presi-
dent-strategic partnerships and chief 
legal officer of Axos Financial Inc., 

a publicly traded (NYSE: AX) diversi-
fied financial services holding company 
and its wholly owned subsidiaries that in-
clude Axos Bank, an $18 billion, FDIC 
insured bank. 

He leads an in-house legal staff of 12 
full-time attorneys serving the diverse 
legal needs of Axos’s various business 
groups. Since establishing Axos’s legal di-
vision in 2011, he has managed it in accor-
dance with periodically refined strategic 
plans calculated to anticipate the compa-
ny’s future needs and promote innovation 
in the delivery of legal services.

He has received several awards over 
the years. In 2020 and 2021, he was 
named to the SD 500 Most Influential 
People in San Diego by San Diego Busi-
ness Journal. In 2021 he was named a 
member of the board of advisors at De-
sign Thinking at UC Riverside Extension 
Professional Studies.

ESHEL BAR-ADON
Executive Vice President-Strategic 

Partnerships and Chief Legal Officer
Axos Financial Inc.

Eric Beste, partner at Barnes & Thorn-
burg LLP, focuses his practice on white 
collar criminal defense, internal in-

vestigations and compliance matters, and 
complex business litigation. Leveraging 
his proven track record of supervising and 
litigating high-profile matters as a federal 
prosecutor, he provides experienced counsel 
to clients seeking to mitigate the risks inher-
ent in the modern business world. Among 
the litigation matters in which Beste can 
provide the most value are those involving 
securities fraud, corporate malfeasance, do-
mestic and foreign corruption, tax crimes, 
defense procurement fraud, government 
contracting offenses, financial institution 
crimes and healthcare fraud.

Through his extensive network, Beste 
has gathered distinct insights into the per-
sonnel and strategies employed by agencies 
tasked with investigating fraud, corruption 
and other white collar crimes. Beste has de-
veloped a distinctive strength in creating and 
molding teams that can lead clients through 
even the thorniest of challenges.

ERIC BESTE
Partner

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Leticia (“Tia”) Butler is a senior as-
sociate at Wilson Turner Kosmo. A 
rising leader in WTK’s Business Lit-

igation, Employment and Class Action 
practice groups, Butler is a civil litigator 
who has handled individual, class, repre-
sentative and collective actions in state 
and federal courts.

Butler is a driven litigator known for 
her zealous advocacy and business-mind-
ed solutions. She has vast experience rep-
resenting individual and entity clients 
across industries and business sectors 
throughout all stages of litigation, in-
cluding jury and bench trials, as well as 
arbitration. Her early legal work repre-
senting plaintiffs in employment and 
consumer class actions has given her 
an insider’s angle into the opposition’s 
strategy.

She is dedicated to serving the legal 
community and the community at large, 
particularly aiding underprivileged and 
at-risk youth. Her service has includ-
ed spending time as a mentor with the 
Crawford High School Academy of Law.

Vaani Chawla is an attorney and the 
founder and shareholder of Chaw-
la Law Group, APC, an immigra-

tion law firm committed to working 
with business clients and families. Since 
1994, she has represented corporations 
and families in a range of immigration 
matters including petitions for high tech 
and biotech professionals, multinational 
executives, outstanding researchers, indi-
viduals with extraordinary abilities, and 
national interest waivers. Chawla also 
works on family-based matters includ-
ing good-faith waivers for divorced cou-
ples or battered spouses. The daughter of 
immigrants, Chawla feels a kinship with 
immigrant families, volunteering on their 
behalf. She has been a member of the 
American Immigration Lawyers Asso-
ciation (AILA) since 1995. From 2016 
to 2018, Chawla served on the board 
of the South Asian Bar Association of 
San Diego. As its president in 2019, she 
worked to educate San Diegans about 
hate crimes and discrimination targeting 
South Asian Sikh Americans.

LETICIA BUTLER
Senior Associate

Wilson Turner Kosmo

Rose Bowlus is founder and attor-
ney at Rose Bowlus Law specializ-
ing in securities, commodities and 

financial services. She provides stra-
tegic legal guidance to businesses of 
all sizes and sophistications ranging 
from early stage startups to Fortune 
500s. Bowlus also serves as outside gen-
eral counsel for ArcTrade, an emerg-
ing energy-tech company. Previous to 
establishing her law firm, Bowlus was 
in-house counsel for several of the na-
tion’s largest financial institutions and 
energy companies, including Wells Far-
go, PNC and Sempra Energy. For 20 
years, Bowlus has advised C-suite cli-
ents on legal strategy, and managed 
matters ranging from federal and 
state rule and regulation compliance 
and multiparty commercial transac-
tion negotiations, to new venture for-
mations, and capital raising through 
debt and equity offerings. Bowlus is 
an angel investor, founder of Angels in 
the Law, and an advisory board mem-
ber for Advocat AI, a venture backed 
legal tech company.

ROSE BOWLUS
Founder and Attorney

Rose Bowlus Law

VAANI CHAWLA
Attorney, Founder and Shareholder

Chawla Law Group, APC

Sarah Brite Evans has practiced law 
in San Diego since 2000, focusing 
primarily on employment law. Ev-

ans advises employers on complying with 
all applicable statutes and regulations. 
She counsels employers on critical is-
sues, including preventing harassment 
and hostile work environment claims, 
wage and hour compliance, and disci-
plinary actions.

Evans is also a litigation attorney, 
defending lawsuits and claims filed by 
individual employees. She regularly de-
fends clients in class and representative 
action cases involving employment and 
wage issues. Evans is co-author of the 
employment law chapter in all three edi-
tions of “A Practitioner’s Guide to Class 
Actions” published by the American Bar 
Association.

Evans is active in the community, 
handling leadership and operational 
roles during the recent merger of the 
Friends of Balboa Park and the Balboa 
Park Conservancy. The merger created 
Forever Balboa Park, and Evans served 
as its first co-chair.

SARAH BRITE EVANS
Partner

Schwartz Semerdjian Cauley & 
Evans

An accomplished open water swim-
mer, Steve Coopersmith enjoys 
a challenge. The founder of  a 

boutique business litigation law firm, 
he is constantly motivated to take on 
complex cases and focused in giving 
the wisest counsel to his clients. Coo-
persmith often handles corporate and 
partnership breakups, financial fraud, 
and executive-level employment liti-
gation, as well as fine art disputes and 
selected large municipal and land use 
matters. With the assistance of  his 
outstanding team, Coopersmith has 
earned a reputation as a tough litigator 
with the winning touch. On the list of 
San Diego “Super Lawyers” for each 
year since 2014, he is rated AV-Preem-
inent by the Martindale Hubbell In-
ternational Law Directory. He is a La 
Jolla resident, a member of  San Di-
ego Rotary Club 33, and has served 
on the board of  the San Diego Mu-
seum of Art. 

STEVEN COOPERSMITH
Managing Attorney

The Coopersmith Law Firm
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WE ARE PROUD TO 
SPONSOR AND CONGRATULATE 

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS TO

Partner, Berg Hill Greenleaf Ruscitti LLP 

on being named one of 
San Diego Business Journal’s 

2022 TOP 100 LEADERS IN LAW. 

This is a testament to your hard work and 
dedication to advocacy and the San Diego 

business community - an absolute honor and 
well deserved.

CAMILLE JOY DECAMP
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Selected by the San Diego Business Journal

Cecilia Miller 
Congratulates

L E A D E R  I N  L AW  2022
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Shareholder
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Maria Estela De Orduna, owner 
of De Orduna Family Law, is li-
censed in California and Mex-

ico. She received both her law degree 
and her master’s degree in internation-
al corporate law from Iberoamericana 
University in Mexico, and received her 
LL.M. from the University of San Di-
ego School of Law. 

Prior to forming De Orduna Family 
Law in 2019, she was a solo practitioner 
for three years beginning in 2016. Prior 
to that she was with Macias & Associ-
ates (of counsel) and the Speyer Law 
Office. She began practicing as a cor-
porate lawyer in Mexico in 1997.

De Orduna’s many awards include 
the Rising Star Award in the 2016 San 
Diego Super Lawyers competition. The 
California State Bar presented De Ordu-
na with its Distinguished Service Award 
in 2018. More recently, she was named 
to San Diego Super Lawyers in 2021 
and 2022.

Camille Joy DeCamp is an experi-
enced litigator in the areas of em-
ployment, construction and general 

complex business litigation. She has ap-
peared in state and federal courts through-
out California. She also has experience in 
negotiating and drafting legislation, in-
cluding testifying at California Assem-
bly committee hearings. DeCamp co-
chairs the construction and employment 
law practice groups, serves on the firm’s 
Compensation and Retention Committee, 
and was elected an equity partner in the 
fall of 2021. In addition to her work at 
the firm, DeCamp is an active member of 
the Association of General Contractors 
of San Diego, serving on its Government 
Relations Committee, Human Resources 
Practices Committee, and Meetings and 
Events Committee. She is active in the 
San Diego Bar Association, serves on the 
Transportation and Land Development 
Committee for the San Diego Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and is a member 
of the National Charity League.

MARIA ESTELA DE ORDUNA
Owner

De Orduna Family Law

Jim Crosby is a business trial attor-
ney, working with clients on both 
the plaintiff  and defense side of 

high-profile disputes. Over his 38+ year 
career, Crosby has represented entities 
and individuals in complex and gener-
al business, commercial, contract, in-
tellectual property, unfair competition, 
securities, real property and business 
tort litigation in state and federal courts. 
He has significant experience in near-
ly all areas of business litigation and 
trial work. A recognized leader in San 
Diego’s legal community, Crosby is a 

“go to” attorney for larger law firms in 
need of additional counsel or expertise 
in high-profile and difficult issues, and 
he also works side-by-side as an advis-
er and co-counsel for less experienced 
litigators in complex matters. His ac-
colades include being named the Out-
standing Attorney of the Year by the 
San Diego County Bar Association 
for 2022.

JAMES (JIM) CROSBY
Attorney at Law

James Crosby, Attorney at Law

CAMILLE JOY DECAMP
Equity Partner

Berg Hill Greenleaf Ruscitti LLP

Michael Dallo, C.P.A., J.D., 
LL.M., the founder of  Dallo 
Law Group in San Diego, is 

both a tax attorney and a certified 
public accountant. Unlike most tax 
attorneys who usually only have a J.D., 
the basic law degree, he also holds a 
masters of  law degrees (LL.M.) in tax, 
is a Certified Tax Law Specialist, and 
is an adjunct professor of  taxation in 
the Masters of  Tax program at the 
University of  San Diego. His dual 
background in both law and account-
ing, his dedication to the tax profes-
sion, his passion to educate in tax, and 
his persistence in the face of  difficult 
challenges give Dallo a winning, stra-
tegic advantage that enables him to 
represent clients far better before the 
IRS and state tax agencies than the 
vast majority of  tax attorneys. He has 
saved both individual and business cli-
ents millions of  dollars.

MICHAEL DALLO
Founder

Dallo Law Group

Yasmine Djawadian is president of 
the Law Offices of Yasmine Djawa-
dian APC, dba Queen Yasmine. As 

a licensed personal injury attorney in 
California, Djawadian provides relent-
less dedication and service to clients in 
greater San Diego who have been injured 
or wronged by others. She is the founder 
of Queen Yasmine Personal Injury Law, 
where she leads her professional staff by 
example with a persistent approach to 
achieving justice. Djawadian is not afraid 
to take a case to trial or appeal it when 
necessary. She has recovered more than 
$45 million in settlements and verdicts. 
Attorney Djawadian has been listed as 
a Rising Star by the prestigious Super 
Lawyers organization two years in a row 
and was named a Top 40 under 40 attor-
ney by The National Trial Lawyers. Her 
advocacy for victims’ rights extends to 
charitable causes such as the California 
Innocence Project.

YASMINE DJAWADIAN
President

Law Offices of Yasmine Djawadian
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Alexandra Eaker Pérez is the found-
er of Eaker Pérez Law, a tax con-
troversy law firm, as well as a 

published author and an award-win-
ning tax trial lawyer. The last year has 
seen Eaker Pérez secure multiple full 
concessions by the IRS, and settle mul-
tiple complex and highly contentious 
tax cases to the benefit of her clients, 
saving them millions of dollars in the 
process. Through her work, she has 
been recognized nationally and local-
ly by multiple publications as a mas-
ter tax litigator. This recognition has 
led to her speaking before six differ-
ent congressional committees on tax 
law changes, as well as publishing nu-
merous articles. Recognized as a Su-
per Lawyer Rising Star every year from 
2017-2022, Eaker Pérez is also a past 
chair of the California Lawyers Asso-
ciation Taxation Section’s Income and 
Other Taxes Committee and Young 
Tax Lawyers Committee.

Timothy Earl, shareholder with Sul-
livan Hill Rez & Engel, is a veter-
an litigator and has represented a 

wide range of business and corporate 
clients throughout Southern California 
for over 25 years. He practices primar-
ily in the areas of  business litigation, 
construction litigation and insurance 
coverage matters. Earl is chair of Sulli-
van Hill’s Construction and Insurance 
practice group. He has tried numerous 
insurance coverage and construction 
law matters to verdict. Earl has also 
worked on appeals, including in the 
seminal Court of Appeal decision in 
Centex Golden Con Co. v. Dale Tile 
Co., 78 Cal. App. 992 (2000), which de-
termined that a contractual indemnitor 
owed a defense obligation to a contrac-
tual indemnitee in a construction sub-
contract even though the indemnitor 
was not at fault. He has been named a 
Super Lawyer and has held an AV Pre-
eminent Peer Review Rating by Mar-
tindale–Hubbell for the past 16 years.

ALEXANDRA EAKER PÉREZ
Shareholder and Outside Counsel

Eaker Pérez Law

Damian M. Dolin is a founding 
shareholder of  Pettit Kohn In-
grassia Lutz & Dolin PC. Dolin 

focuses on personal injury, product li-
ability and commercial real estate ac-
tions. His practice is largely devoted to 
the representation of individuals who 
have suffered serious, catastrophic inju-
ries. He represents both plaintiffs and 
defendants across a broad spectrum of 
industries and has litigated complex and 
difficult matters throughout his nearly 
20-year career. He is well-versed in all 
stages of litigation and has obtained 
extraordinary results for his clients in 
jury trials, bench trials, arbitrations and 
mediations throughout California. He 
is a member of the American Board 
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) and has 
achieved an AV Preeminent Rating from 
Martindale Hubbell, the highest rating 
for legal ability and ethical standards. 
His personal injury team has obtained 
more than $40 million in verdicts and 
settlements for clients. He is a princi-
pal and mediator for Torrey Mediation.

DAMIAN M. DOLIN
Shareholder

Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & 
Dolin

TIMOTHY EARL
Shareholder

Sullivan Hill Rez & Engel

Travis Downs III is partner with 
Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd 
LLP. He led a team of lawyers who 

successfully prosecuted over 65 stock 
option backdating derivative actions 
in federal and state courts across the 
country, resulting in hundreds of mil-
lions in financial givebacks for the 
plaintiffs and extensive corporate gov-
ernance enhancements, including annu-
al directors elections, majority voting 
for directors and shareholder nomina-
tion of directors.

As chair of  the firm’s Diversity 
Committee, Downs is leading the ef-
forts to recruit the next generation 
of  attorneys into the plaintiffs’ bar. 
Downs travels to law schools to edu-
cate students on careers as plaintiffs’ 
attorneys. He and the Diversity Com-
mittee launched a 2L Diversity Fellow-
ship program that will provide two se-
lected fellows a paid position in Rob-
bins Geller’s San Diego office and a 
scholarship of up to $30,000 towards 
law school tuition.

TRAVIS DOWNS III
Partner

Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd 
LLP

William W. (Bill) Eigner is a partner 
at Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & 
Savitch LLP. He counsels clients in 

the areas of venture capital, angel financing, 
seed capital and financing, governing, oper-
ating, buying, selling and merging (M&A) 
of growing technology and other businesses. 
His practice focuses on corporate and busi-
ness transactions, including matters relating 
to software, telecommunications, e-commerce, 
cybersecurity, energy, clean technology, life 
sciences, corporate governance, franchising, 
employment and independent contractor 
issues. Eigner also has extensive experience 
in intellectual property protection, competi-
tive business practices, securities and business 
structuring and financing, as well as merg-
ers and acquisitions, contractual and politi-
cal issues involving telecommunications and 
independent power producers. Eigner is ac-
tive in a variety of community organizations. 
He is listed by Best Lawyers in Corporate 
Governance Law, Corporate Law, Mergers 
& Acquisitions (2020-present) and by Super 
Lawyers Corporate Law (2018-2021). He 
has an AV Preeminent Rating from Martin-
dale-Hubbell.

WILLIAM W. EIGNER 
Partner

Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & 
Savitch LLP

OCTOBER 24, 202218  
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Congratulations to our partners Priya Huggett and  
Joe von Meier for their recognition as Leaders in Law!
Key members of our growing team of best-in-class real estate lawyers, Priya  
and Joe set the bar for their peers.  Both have years of real world expertise in 
successfully structuring and negotiating complex transactional real estate and 
corporate matters across all segments of the commercial real estate sector.  
They are each well deserving of this recognition by the San Diego Business  
Journal and we are very proud of the role they play as part of the CGS3 team.

Visit us at cgs3.com to learn more.
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Shannon Finley is a shareholder 
at Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & 
Dolin and also serves as the co-

chair of  the firm’s Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Committee. Her prac-
tice focuses on employment law and 
personal injury defense. As a leader 
in the firm’s employment and labor 
group, Finley provides comprehen-
sive litigation support to California 
employers as well as guidance on best 
practices to avoid lawsuits before they 
arise. She is a speaker and author on 
issues including best hiring practices, 
wage and hour law, discrimination and 
leaves of  absence. She was recognized 
as a Rising Star by San Diego Super 
Lawyers and received the C. Hugh 
Friedman New Lawyer Award from 
Lawyers Club of  San Diego. Finley 
currently serves as president of  Law-
yers Club of  San Diego, the largest 
specialty bar association in the region 
which is currently celebrating its 50th 
anniversary.

Myra Chack Fleischer is owner 
and lead counsel of  Fleischer 
& Ravreby, based in Carlsbad. 

Fleischer focuses on high asset divorce 
cases and litigation, including property, 
custody and support issues, settlement 
agreements, mediation, asset divisions 
and family law appeals. Her financial 
background combined with her law ex-
pertise is a key factor in her success. 
Striving to avoid court where possible, 
Fleischer drives settlement of  assets 
through mediation, while maintaining 
a formidable reputation as a fierce lit-
igator when it’s called for. Fleischer is 
a strong believer in the need for advo-
cacy of children and to the sensitive 
practice of domestic law. Throughout 
her career, she has volunteered with 
courts as a judge pro tem, has offered 
pro bono legal services to those who 
could not afford an attorney and has 
volunteered at domestic violence clin-
ics offering free legal services to vic-
tims of abuse.

SHANNON FINLEY 
Shareholder

Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & 
Dolin

Nicholas Ferraro is a labor and em-
ployment lawyer and the found-
er of Ferraro Vega Employment 

Lawyers. He is licensed to practice 
law in all courts in the states of Cal-
ifornia and Washington. For the past 
four years, Ferraro has been named a 
Rising Star by Thomson Reuters’ Su-
per Lawyers, an honor awarded to less 
than 2.5% of lawyers under the age of 
40. For the past two years, Ferraro has 
been selected as among The Best Law-
yers in America: Ones to Watch by U.S. 
News for California class action attor-
neys. Before staring the firm, Ferraro 
was a defense lawyer in the labor and 
employment departments for the na-
tional law firms of Duane Morris and 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani. In 
this capacity, he represented Fortune 
500 corporations and other companies 
in a wide range of complex labor and 
employment, business litigation and 
class action matters.

NICHOLAS FERRARO
Attorney and Founder

Ferraro Vega Employment Lawyers 
Inc.

MYRA CHACK FLEISCHER
Owner and Lead Counsel

Fleischer & Ravreby

Scott Finkbeiner is the co-founding 
partner of Wilkinson & Finkbein-
er LLP, a boutique family law firm 

principally located in San Diego. He man-
ages 10 attorneys and additional support 
staff in addition to serving as a volun-
teer judge pro tem with the San Diego 
County court.

His clientele includes both C-suite ex-
ecutives and self-employed individuals 
owning multimillion-dollar corporations 
(both domestic and foreign). His degrees 
in accounting and finance uniquely qual-
ify him to quickly identify issues in a case 
and propose resolutions to complex busi-
ness and income-related issues.

Finkbeiner is a California State Bar 
Certified Family Law Specialist. He is 
a fellow in the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers and president of 
its Southern California chapter. Finkbe-
iner prides himself on his mediation skills 
and is routinely appointed as a private me-
diator by his peers to resolve complex and 
highly contested family law cases.

SCOTT FINKBEINER
Partner

Wilkinson & Finkbeiner LLP

Howard Franco Jr. is a partner in 
Collins + Collins LLP, a firm with 
six offices in California and Neva-

da. His practice focuses on profession-
al lines defense for both nonprofit and 
for-profit boards, lawyers, architects 
and engineers, third party administra-
tors and claims professionals. He also 
handles high exposure cases in product 
and governmental liability. He is an AV 
Preeminent attorney as rated by Mar-
tindale Hubbell. He is a Certified Le-
gal Malpractice Law Specialist of the 
State Bar of California, Office of Le-
gal Specialization. He is president of 
the Bar Association of Northern San 
Diego County in 2022. He is a Mas-
ter of the Fiorenzo V. Lopardo Inn of 
Court. He is also a member of the San 
Diego County Bar Association, San 
Diego Branch of the Risk Insurance 
Management Society, Probate Attor-
neys of San Diego and has served as 
a judge pro tempore of the San Diego 
Superior Court.

HOWARD FRANCO JR.
Partner

Collins + Collins  LLP

OCTOBER 24, 202220  

Fisher Phillips is proud of our trailblazer winners and

Congratulates all the 2022 Leaders in Law

fisherphillips.com 

With more than 500 attorneys in 37 offices across the United States, Fisher Phillips is a national labor and 
employment firm providing practical business solutions for employers’ workplace legal problems.

Danielle Moore

Partner
San Diego
858.597.9600
dmoore@fisherphillips.com

Adam Sloustcher

Partner
San Diego/San Francisco
858.597.9620
asloustcher@fisherphillips.com

Regina Petty

Chief Diversity Officer/Partner
Los Angeles/San Diego
213.330.4500
rpetty@fisherphillips.com

Megan Walker

Partner
San Diego
858.597.9611
mewalker@fisherphillips.com



Higgs Fletcher & Mack is a full-service law firm, serving diverse individuals and 
industries and providing unparalleled service for over 80 years.

(619) 236-1551 HIGGSLAW.COM401 WEST A STREET, SUITE 2600, SAN DIEGO, CA 92101
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Thank you for your leadership and for all that you do for the legal profession and 
our community. Your diligence and your dedication to HFM, our clients, and our 
community set the standard for our firm. Congratulations on this well-deserved 

recognition from the San Diego Business Journal.
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Seth A. Garrett, partner at Allen 
Matkins, advises clients using a 
deal-oriented approach in sophis-

ticated commercial real estate transac-
tions and business matters, including 
acquisitions and dispositions, leasing, 
planning and development, construc-
tion and property management of real 
property across the United States. He 
drafts and negotiates purchase and sale 
agreements, leases, construction agree-
ments, license agreements and other 
documents for a wide range of trans-
actions. He performs extensive due dili-
gence and title review in advance of ac-
quisitions and alternative energy devel-
opments. He manages junior associates 
and paralegals in the performance of 
contract drafting and negotiations, dil-
igence review and execution of closing 
and post-closing procedures. He also 
mentors and trains junior associates 
and paralegals. Garrett was elevated 
to partner in May 2018 and was cho-
sen to Super Lawyers San Diego Ris-
ing Stars for 2022.

Steffi Gascón Hafen has a thriv-
ing legal practice as the manag-
ing partner of the San Diego of-

fice of Snell & Wilmer, a full-service 
business law firm with more than 450 
attorneys practicing in 16 locations 
throughout the United States and in 
Mexico, including three offices in Cal-
ifornia. She is a certified specialist in 
estate planning, trust and probate law, 
California Board of Legal Specializa-
tion. She is a co-leader of  the firm’s 
Private Client Services practice group, 
a partner in the General Federal Tax 
practice group and her practice is con-
centrated in tax, trust and estate mat-
ters with emphasis in estate planning, 
trust and probate administration, and 
estate and gift taxation. She also ad-
vises clients regarding succession plan-
ning for closely held businesses. Hafen 
received her LL.M. in Taxation from 
Loyola Law School and her J.D. from 
the University of Southern California, 
Gould School of Law.

SETH A. GARRETT
Partner

Allen Matkins

Robert Frank, senior trial attorney, 
joined Neil Dymott in 1980. He 
has been a shareholder in the law 

firm since 1988. Frank specializes in 
civil litigation defense trial work and 
administrative licensing hearings for 
various types of healthcare profession-
als, with an emphasis on medical, den-
tal, chiropractic and nursing. He also 
handles other general civil litigation 
including professional liability, medi-
cal malpractice and administrative li-
censing matters as well as medical staff  
privilege issues. Since joining Neil Dy-
mott, Frank has tried over 60 cases to 
jury verdict in state and federal courts 
and has handled over 100 healthcare 
professional licensing matters, includ-
ing numerous successful trials and ap-
peals of  those cases. Frank has been 
awarded Lawyer of the Year in the fol-
lowing years and practice areas: Per-
sonal Injury Litigation - Defendants 
(2022, 2021, 2020), Malpractice Law - 
Defendants (2019), Professional Mal-
practice Law - Defendants (2017, 2015).

ROBERT FRANK
Senior Trial Attorney/Shareholder/President 

Neil, Dymott, Frank, McCabe & 
Hudson APLC

STEFFI GASCÓN HAFEN 
Managing Partner, San Diego 

office
Snell & Wilmer

Kristen G. Roberts, founder and 
managing attorney at Trestle Law, 
APC, is an intellectual property at-

torney who helps business owners build 
a bridge from their brands to their bank 
accounts. Consistently recognized and 
awarded as one of the top intellectu-
al property attorneys in her area, Rob-
erts is highly experienced in the fields 
of trademark and copyright registra-
tion, licensing and enforcement, and 
has closed transactions with companies 
such as Walmart, Target, Lululemon 
and Chipotle. Roberts focuses her prac-
tice on empowering historically margin-
alized communities to creating a legacy 
through their intellectual property. She 
believes that any creative person has the 
potential of becoming a successful busi-
ness owner. In recent years, Roberts has 
helped NFT project founders and de-
velopers with their branding strategy. 
She is also an NFT educator, adjunct 
law professor, and recently served as a 
commissioner for the city of San Di-
ego’s Redistricting Commission.

KRISTEN G. ROBERTS
Founder and Managing Attorney 

Trestle Law, APC

Adam Gislason is the chief  strat-
egy officer and general counsel 
for Cymbiotika. He has been 

with the company since its start four 
years ago. Additionally, Gislason is an 
entrepreneur and strategist who advis-
es and works closely with content cre-
ators, founders and innovative startups 
in emerging and established technolo-
gies, specializing in multimedia, music, 
health and wellness and cutting-edge 
software. He brings to his daily work 
more than 20 years’ experience as a 
transactional lawyer, high-stakes intel-
lectual property litigator and deal mak-
er. He is a co-founder of several com-
panies and the front man of a touring 
dance rock band. He serves as gener-
al counsel for Rya Organics, Helping 
Hands for Afghans, Dash Radio, BPM 
Supreme, Secure Circle and Bomani 
Cold Buzz. He is also the chief  strate-
gy officer and head of business affairs 
at Ventive as well as founder and own-
er of Katapolt.

ADAM GISLASON 
Chief Strategy Officer and General 

Counsel 
Cymbiotika
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on his selection as a 2022 San Diego Business Journal  
Top 100 Leaders in Law.

He is an innovator within our firm, an influential member of our 
community and a mentor to his colleagues. Congratulations to Mike and 
all of the 2022 San Diego Business Journal Top 100 Leaders in Law!

MICHAEL 
GLEASON 

HAHN LOESER
CONGRATULATES
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Jon Grissom is partner at Higgs Fletch-
er & Mack. For the past two decades, 
Grissom has represented public chari-

ties, private foundations and other nonprofit 
organizations. His experience includes rep-
resenting clients before the Internal Reve-
nue Service, California Franchise Tax Board, 
the California State Board of Equalization, 
and the California Attorney General’s office. 
Grissom is at the helm of the firm’s newly 
formed Nonprofit Organizations Practice 
Group, comprised of attorneys who work 
with nonprofit leaders on entity formation, 
operational issues, regulatory compliance, 
unrelated business income tax, employment 
compliance and investigations, endowment 
funds, property tax exemption and appeals, 
lobbying and political activities, joint ven-
tures, grant making, ongoing annual cor-
porate maintenance, mergers, dissolutions, 
contracts and other related matters. He is 
the co-author of the book Advising Cali-
fornia Nonprofit Corporations (2nd Edi-
tion), Continuing Education of the Bar. The 
two-volume treatise addresses business and 
tax matters affecting nonprofit corporations.

Jason Hartley is managing part-
ner for Hartley LLP. On the local, 
statewide and national level, he has 

earned a reputation for skillfully repre-
senting plaintiffs, including Fortune 500 
companies, in commercial contingency 
matters asserting class action, antitrust 
and unfair competition claims. He has 
recovered billions of dollars on behalf  
of victims, and he has been appointed 
lead class counsel by courts and served 
in senior litigation roles in dozens of 
cases that have resulted in some histori-
cally large antitrust settlements and cre-
ated new law on cutting-edge issues of 
first impression, like ACPERA bene-
fits and Walker-Process claims. Hartley 
left a larger national law firm to open 
Hartley LLP in 2018, and the firm has 
since grown to comprise 10 attorneys 
who all handle national antitrust cas-
es. Hartley speaks at the American Bar 
Association’s Institute on Class Actions 
each year and is also part of its plan-
ning committee.

JON GRISSOM
Partner

Higgs Fletcher & Mack

Michael Gleason is partner in 
charge for the San Diego of-
fice of  Hahn Loeser & Parks 

LLP. When the firm expanded to the 
West Coast and opened its San Di-
ego office in 2012, it needed a lead-
er to help further HLP’s mission of 
growth in a key region of  the United 
States. The firm looked to one of  its 
own, Cleveland partner Mike Gleason, 
who represented businesses in complex 
civil litigation across the country. For 
nearly 10 years, Gleason has led the 
team in San Diego and has helped the 
office expand to 22 employees. He is 
co-chair of  Hahn Loeser’s San Diego 
Litigation Practice Group, defending 
and representing companies in com-
plex litigation, including the defense 
of  consumer class actions. He also 
represents clients on issues related to 
California’s Proposition 65. Gleason 
has received an AV Preeminent rating 
from Martindale-Hubbell.

MICHAEL GLEASON
Partner in Charge, San Diego 

Office
Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP

JASON HARTLEY
Managing Partner

Hartley LLP

AnneElise Goetz, partner with Higgs 
Fletcher and Mack, is making a 
difference for future generations 

through her work as an attorney and 
as a community leader. In her practice, 
Goetz focuses on real estate, finance and 
healthcare law. She is immediate past 
chair of Voices for Children, an organi-
zation serving children in foster care by 
providing trained, Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates. Such advocates become 
consistent, caring adults for children who 
have suffered abuse and neglect at home 
and in the system. She has served on the 
board since 2016, working on multiple 
committees and chairing the organiza-
tion’s development committee. Goetz also 
supports organizations focused on em-
powering women to seek leadership roles. 
She served as the chair of Lawyers Club 
of San Diego’s Leadership Development 
Committee, which works to place wom-
en on boards and commissions, develop 
their leadership skills and cultivate future 
civic leaders.

ANNEELISE GOETZ
Partner 

Higgs Fletcher and Mack

Rodney Hatley is founder and attor-
ney with Hatley Law Group, APC, 
and specializes in estate planning, 

tax and asset protection. Hatley re-
ceived his J.D. from the Cecil C. Hum-
phreys School of Law at the University 
of Memphis and his LL.M. with a ma-
jor in taxation from the University of 
San Diego School of Law. Thomson 
Reuters named him a San Diego Super 
Lawyer in 2021 and 2022. His most re-
cent published writing is “Spousal Life-
time Access Trust” in “Estate Planning 
Strategies: Collective Wisdom, Proven 
Techniques,” (WealthCounsel, 2022). 
Hatley is a member of San Diego Nice 
Guys and the San Diego Downtown 
Breakfast Rotary Club (Paul Harris 
Fellow). He is a member of the execu-
tive leadership team of the Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society of  San Diego. 
Hatley is a U.S. Navy veteran, serv-
ing as a member of its judge advocate 
general’s corps.

RODNEY HATLEY
Attorney

Hatley Law Group, APC
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Congratulations!
Robert P. Robinson,

San Diego Business Journal's
2022 Leaders in Law



Congratulations to all the Top 100 Lawyers 
honorees, including Cheston Larson, our Office 
Managing Partner in San Diego. His leadership 
and practice work exemplify our dedication to 
each client, from local startups and growth 
companies to multinationals and global investors – 
providing strategic thinking and experienced 
advice across vital industries such as technology, 
energy, and healthcare and life sciences.

LW.com

Cheston J. Larson  
Office Managing Partner
San Diego
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James C. Huber, partner at Glob-
al Legal Law Firm, is a national-
ly recognized expert in the compli-

ance field. He recently moderated and 
presented on the Legal Developments 
in Crypto Payments Panel at the 12th 
annual Mobile Payments Conference 
in Atlanta and spoke as a guest on 
the Merchant Sales podcast regarding 
Visa compliance and rules. James Hu-
ber has spent the last 14 years in the 
payments litigation space at the head of 
his brainchild Global Legal Law Firm. 
An early entrant to the payments envi-
ronment, Huber has adapted with the 
times to lead Global Legal to major 
wins against giants in the field such as 
Bank of America, PayPal, Intuit, Amer-
ican Express and Chase Bank. Huber 
is well-versed in mergers and acquisi-
tions, compliance, contract review, in-
ternal operations, regulatory defense 
including FTC, CFPB, DOJ, AG, class 
actions, and all legal aspects that affect 
a business.

Priya Huggett is a partner with Cros-
bie Gliner Schiffman Southard & 
Swanson LLP (CGS3), a recog-

nized leader among Southern California 
commercial real estate law firms. With 
more than 20 years of broad-based ex-
perience in commercial real estate – in-
cluding acquisitions, dispositions, devel-
opment, leasing, finance and operations 
covering multifamily, retail, residential, 
hospitality and office assets – her prac-
tice emphasizes a variety of corporate/
commercial and real estate transactions, 
particularly private equity, joint ventures, 
mergers and acquisitions and commercial 
contracts including vendor and licensing 
contracts. With respect to real property, 
her focus is on purchase and sale, com-
mercial leasing, subdivision, easements 
and licenses, financing and related busi-
ness matters. Prior to joining CGS3, she 
was general counsel for Brixton Capital. 
Active in the community, she currently 
serves on the board of the New Children’s 
Museum. She has provided pro bono le-
gal services for Casa Cornelia.

JAMES C. HUBER
Partner

Global Legal Law Firm

Valerie Garcia Hong is the own-
er of  Garcia Hong Law. After 
more than a decade at a mid-

size law firm, she founded Garcia 
Hong Law to provide a different per-
spective as a minority-owned and 
woman-owned law firm. In the last 
four years, the firm has grown to 
a team of  seven. Persons of  color 
represent 57% of  the team and 71% 
of  the team are women. The firm 
has been recognized by U.S. News 
& World Report – Best Lawyers as 
a Best Law Firm in 2021 and 2022. 
Hong is listed among the Super Law-
yers Top 50 Lawyers in San Diego 
for four consecutive years. She is 
the President of  Women of  Color 
in Law, and has spearheaded the 
Uplift Retreat for over 40 lawyers 
where participants focus on mind-
fulness, physical and mental health, 
and balance in the legal community.

VALERIE GARCIA HONG 
Owner

Garcia Hong Law

PRIYA HUGGETT 
Partner

Crosbie Gliner Schiffman 
Southard & Swanson LLP (CGS3)

Emily Howe is principal and found-
er of the Law Offices of Emily E. 
Howe, where she works on cases of 

public interest. She established a wom-
an-minority owned law firm practice 
to assist socially conscious individuals, 
startups and nonprofits in navigating 
the complex legal world and access-
ing their legal rights. Her career has 
focused on general access to legal ser-
vices and wrongful death-catastrophic 
injuries, workplace fairness-compliance, 
trusts and estates. She serves on boards 
of the San Diego County Law Library 
Foundation and La Jolla Bar Associ-
ation, and is co-chair of the National 
Asian Pacific American Bar Associa-
tion affinity network. She is an active 
member and contributor to legal and 
community organizations such as the 
Honorable William B. Enright Inn of 
Court, Earl B. Gilliam Bar Association, 
Lawyers Club and South Asian Bar As-
sociation. Prior to law school, Howe 
served in the Peace Corps in Africa.

EMILY HOWE
Principal and Founder

Law Offices of Emily E. Howe

Timothy Hutter is a partner in the 
San Diego office of Allen Matkins 
where he practices in the firm’s Lit-

igation and Land Use groups, and is 
a member of  the Construction Law 
practice group. Hutter’s practice fo-
cuses primarily on business and real 
estate disputes, including contract, 
joint venture, entitlement, land use, 
construction and landlord/tenant lit-
igation. Many of his projects and cas-
es involve residential and mixed-use 
projects, and several invoke California’s 
density bonus and other housing laws 
to incorporate and develop affordable 
housing. Hutter aids owners and devel-
opers as they seek approvals from local 
jurisdictions, and litigates to protect 
their rights under state and local laws. 
He also handles cases on appeal, and 
has successfully represented clients in 
the California Court of  Appeal and 
the California Supreme Court. He has 
been named a San Diego Rising Star 
by Super Lawyers.

TIMOTHY HUTTER 
Partner

Allen Matkins
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Rebecca Jones, senior director of cor-
porate legal at NuVasive, leads the 
legal responsibilities of key com-

mercial launches, M&A, venture portfo-
lio and other strategic transactions. Jones 
has more than 10 years of experience 
and has spent the majority of her career 
dedicated to the corporate legal sector. 
Jones has supported and launched in-
novation within NuVasive—the largest 
spine-focused company in the world—
which, in turn, has helped further ad-
vance the global spine market with the 
advancement of less invasive surgery. 
Through Jones’s leadership, NuVasive 
has a strong legal presence for two of 
its core spine focuses of 2022—Simplify 
Cervical Disc, the latest addition to the 
company’s C360 comprehensive cervical 
portfolio, and Pulse, a first-of-its-kind 
platform to enable better spine surgery. 
She also co-founded the local chapter of 
SunLaw, a nonprofit organization that 
supports and connects women in-house 
counsel.

Deepalie Milie Joshi is the managing 
attorney and owner of Joshi Law 
Group, a San Diego-based firm 

supporting clients in insolvency, business, 
personal injury and real estate law. She 
has been practicing in bankruptcy law 
from the very start of her career. Joshi 
supports the next generation of the legal 
community as an adjunct professor for 
the Paralegal Studies Program at Gross-
mont-Cuyamaca Community College 
District. Deepalie Joshi has been named 
a Super Lawyers Rising Star for six years 
in a row. Aside from awards, Joshi enjoys 
the accolades directly from her clients 
and associates who post openly about 
her professionalism, success and inno-
vative approaches. Deepalie Joshi sits on 
the board of directors of the San Diego 
Bankruptcy Forum, is a court-selected 
member for the United States Bankrupt-
cy Court’s Southern District of Califor-
nia  Local Rules Advisory Committee, 
as well as a member of several other as-
sociations.

REBECCA JONES
Senior Director, Corporate Legal

NuVasive

Michelle L. Jacko is the managing 
partner and CEO of Jacko Law 
Group, PC, which offers securities, 

corporate and employment law counsel 
to broker-dealers, investment advisers, in-
vestment companies, hedge/private funds 
and financial industry professionals. In ad-
dition, Jacko is the founder and CEO of 
Core Compliance & Legal Services Inc., a 
compliance consultation firm. Jacko spe-
cializes in investment adviser, broker-dealer, 
and fund regulatory compliance matters, 
internal control development, regulatory 
examinations, transition services and oper-
ational risk management. Her consultation 
practice is focused on the areas of regula-
tory exams and formal inquiries, mergers 
and acquisitions, annual reviews, policies 
and procedures development, testing of 
compliance programs (including evalua-
tion of internal controls and supervision), 
mock exams, senior client issues, cyberse-
curity, Regulation S-P and more. She is a 
frequent presenter at national financial in-
dustry conferences and a frequent contrib-
utor to various industry journals.

MICHELLE L. JACKO
Managing Partner and CEO 

Jacko Law Group, PC

DEEPALIE MILIE JOSHI 
Managing Attorney and Owner 

Joshi Law Group

Mark Johnson is a partner at 
Hooper, Lundy & Bookman 
(HLB). Three years after suc-

cessfully helping found the firm’s 
San Francisco office in 2000, John-
son moved back to his hometown of 
San Diego to open what would be his 
firm’s third location. As HLB’s only 
attorney in the city at the time, he ini-
tially worked out of  a temporary rent-
ed space with a computer, a printer, 
copy machine and no assistant. To-
day HLB’s San Diego office has grown 
to include eight attorneys. Since 2015, 
Johnson has served on the seven-mem-
ber board of directors of  HLB, which 
is the largest law firm in the United 
States dedicated exclusively to repre-
senting health care providers and sup-
pliers. Mark’s practice focuses on le-
gal issues in the post-acute healthcare 
arena, and his clients include some of 
the largest skilled nursing companies 
in California.

MARK JOHNSON
Partner

Hooper, Lundy & Bookman

Patrick Klingborg, associate attor-
ney, Solomon Ward Seidenwurm 
& Smith LLP, provides tailored, 

solution-oriented legal advice to clients 
in a variety of practice areas, including 
technology, life sciences, healthcare, and 
leisure and hospitality. He helps clients 
with buying or selling a business (M&A), 
investing in businesses (venture financ-
ings, equity purchases, convertible notes, 
SAFEs, etc.), starting a business, and 
other commercial transactions, includ-
ing commercial agreements for a web3 
blockchain company. With experience 
at both a midsize regional law firm and 
a large international law firm, he has 
successfully navigated a wide range of 
matters, including acquisitions of private 
companies valued at a few hundred mil-
lion dollars and a merger for a publicly 
traded company that exceeded $1 billion. 
Klingborg has also served as an adjunct 
professor at the University of San Diego 
School of Law.

PATRICK KLINGBORG
Associate Attorney

Solomon Ward Seidenwurm & 
Smith LLP

Attorney Advertising

rgrdlaw.com  |  (800) 449-4900

Congratulations to all of the 
2022 Leaders in Law honorees, 
including partners Travis Downs 
and Danielle Myers.

Danielle Myers
DaniM@rgrdlaw.com

Travis Downs
TravisD@rgrdlaw.com
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Cheston Larson is the managing 
partner of  the San Diego office 
of  Latham & Watkins LLP and 

leads its Emerging Companies Prac-
tice. In his office leadership role, Lar-
son coordinates and collaborates with 
110 lawyers and 56 staff  as they ad-
vise innovative clients from startups to 
Fortune 500 companies, many based 
in San Diego. His practice covers a 
broad range of  general corporate mat-
ters, including counseling public and 
privately held companies, as well as 
representing venture capital and in-
vestment banking firms, in private and 
public financing transactions. Larson 
is highly regarded as a leading lawyer 
in the life sciences sector, deftly ad-
vising biotech and other life scienc-
es companies through all stages of 
their life cycle — including startup 
formation work, seed capital, angel 
financing, venture financing, IPO and 
M&A transactions. He also advises 
clients in the software, telecommuni-
cations, cleantech and other technol-
ogy industries.

Monique Lashbrook is a partner in 
the San Diego office of Snell & 
Wilmer, a full-service business law 

firm. She focuses her practice on real es-
tate, corporate and commercial finance-re-
lated matters and transactions. She has 
extensive experience handling real estate 
acquisitions and dispositions, joint ven-
tures, commercial mortgage financing, 
commercial leasing for industrial and 
retail spaces and property management 
matters. Lashbrook also has experience 
in connection with mergers and acquisi-
tions, corporate governance, corporate 
entity documents and consents, private 
placement memorandums and Regula-
tion D securities offerings, as well as non-
disclosure agreements.

As a Latina, she is passionate about 
gender equity and diversity inclusion in 
the industry as well as in the workplace. 
She proudly serves in leadership roles with 
Chicano Federation. She is a member of 
the San Diego Chapter of Business Fo-
rum International, CREW San Diego, 
Hispanic National Bar Association and 
San Diego Law Raza Association.

CHESTON LARSON
Managing Partner

Latham & Watkins LLP

Brian Kramer, partner and head of 
the litigation group in Morrison 
Foerster’s San Diego office, is an 

established trial lawyer who is known 
for leading high-profile intellectual 
property disputes in district courts 
across the nation and on appeal in 
the Federal Circuit. He has success-
fully obtained hundreds of  millions 
of dollars in damages and protected 
assets worth billions of dollars in an-
nual revenue on behalf  of the world’s 
most innovative companies, including 
recently securing a $775 million settle-
ment for Chugai Pharmaceutical. As 
part of his separate, pro bono practice, 
he regularly represents U.S. veterans 
seeking benefits from the Veterans Ad-
ministration, including one victory in 
which he obtained a retroactive ruling 
of service connection for an injury a 
veteran sustained in 1971. Kramer is 
immediate past president of the board 
of directors of the Legal Aid Society 
of San Diego.

BRIAN KRAMER
Partner

Morrison Foerster

MONIQUE LASHBROOK 
Partner

Snell & Wilmer

Jim Krenn, partner with Morrison Fo-
erster, has extensive experience repre-
senting private and public companies 

and investors in significant business trans-
actions, from formation through liquidity. 
His practice focuses on mergers and ac-
quisitions, venture capital financings, and 
emerging company counseling. His clients 
span a broad range of industries, includ-
ing life sciences, artificial intelligence, tech-
nology, agtech, fintech, cleantech and con-
sumer companies. Krenn advises clients on 
private and public acquisitions on both 
the buy-side and sell-side across numer-
ous transaction structures, including eq-
uity purchases, asset purchases, mergers, 
acquisitions and divestitures with trans-
action values of divisions and subsidiaries, 
cross-border transactions and auctions. He 
has represented buyers and sellers in acqui-
sitions and divestitures ranging from the 
low millions to over $1 billion. Krenn also 
counsels emerging and established life sci-
ences and technology companies in equity 
financings and general corporate matters, 
and angel, corporate, and venture capital 
investors in investments in such companies.

JIM KRENN
Partner

Morrison Foerster

Michael Lees, partner, Solomon 
Ward Seidenwurm & Smith 
LLP, is an accomplished attor-

ney and dedicated community volun-
teer. Throughout his 18 years of expe-
rience in business, real estate and taxa-
tion law, Lees has represented families, 
individuals and businesses in personal 
and corporate transactional matters, as 
well as both buyers and sellers in acqui-
sitions and divestitures of businesses, 
real estate and capital assets. He has 
helped physicians, dentists, scientists, 
researchers, educators, authors and 
others successfully navigate the diffi-
cult process of selling their businesses. 
Lees has also formed and advised non-
profit entities, including churches, pub-
lic charities and private foundations to 
provide scholarships, build libraries in 
Africa, undertake community devel-
opment projects and more. Lees is an 
adjunct professor at the University of 
San Diego School of  Law where he 
instructs students on transactional law 
as part of the Experiential Advocacy 
Practicum course.

MICHAEL LEES
Partner

Solomon Ward Seidenwurm & 
Smith LLP

San Diego | Los Angeles | Phoenix | Tucson | www.pettitkohn.com
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Personal Injury - Plaintiff

Business Litigation

Shannon R. Finley, Esq.
Employment Law Litigation
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Lisa Magorien, partner with Lagasse 
Branch Bell + Kinkead, has been with 
the firm for 10 years. She specializes 

in employment litigation and the defense 
of employers in a variety of legal claims, 
including wrongful termination, discrim-
ination, harassment, retaliation and wage 
and hour matters. She also provides em-
ployment counseling on numerous issues, 
including compliance with wage and hour 
laws, hiring, promotion, discipline, termi-
nation and leaves of absence laws. She pro-
vides training seminars for her clients on 
unlawful harassment and best practices, 
and serves as an independent investigator 
for employers seeking neutral workplace 
investigations. Magorien repeatedly wins 
motions for summary judgments on be-
half of her clients. Her success is attribut-
able not only to her litigation skills but her 
expertise in the relevant areas of employ-
ment law. Outside of LBBK, Magorien 
enjoys volunteering with the San Diego 
County Foster Youth Mentor Program, 
oil painting and traveling.

David M. Majchrzak, deputy general 
counsel and shareholder with Kline-
dinst PC, is a seasoned ethicist, civ-

il litigator and Certified Specialist in Le-
gal Malpractice Law by the State Bar of 
California. He has earned recognition in 
Best Lawyers in America and Super Law-
yers, and received the highest AV-Preem-
inent rating by Martindale-Hubbell. He 
is a San Diego-based shareholder who 
serves as the firm’s deputy general coun-
sel, and chairs the firm’s writing commit-
tee and attorney training college. Majchr-
zak represents clients in matters involving 
attorney and law firm risk management, 
discipline defense and legal malpractice 
claims. He devotes a substantial portion 
of his career to counseling his clients on 
how to achieve their professional goals 
in an ethical way. For lawyers and firms, 
he helps navigate the often complex and 
changing ethical waters of the legal pro-
fession. Majchrzak is currently president 
of the San Diego County Bar Association.

LISA MAGORIEN
Partner

Lagasse Branch Bell + Kinkead 
LLP

Brenda Lopez is a Certified Fam-
ily Law Specialist and founding 
partner at Patterson, Lopez, Ban-

uelos, Khiterman, LLP. She has been 
practicing family law for 10 years and 
founded her firm with three other at-
torneys in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Lopez was named Super 
Lawyer Rising Star in 2019-2022. She 
has served as a moderator and pan-
elist for the National Business Insti-
tute in the area of  family law. Lopez 
holds leadership roles with the San Di-
ego County Bar Association and the 
San Diego La Raza Lawyers Associ-
ation. In addition, since 2021 she has 
been a mentor to foster youth through 
Promises to Kids. Lopez believes her 
success is attributable to hard work, 
support from friends and family, and 
mentors she has had along the way. 
For this reason, she makes it a prior-
ity to mentor others.

BRENDA LOPEZ
Attorney

Patterson, Lopez, Banuelos, 
Khiterman, LLP

DAVID M. MAJCHRZAK
Deputy General Counsel and 

Shareholder
Klinedinst PC

Jennifer N. Lutz is a shareholder with 
Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & Dol-
in. A founding shareholder, she is 

co-chair of the firm’s Employment and 
Labor Department. Her litigation career 
spans over two decades and she is re-
garded as one of San Diego’s premier 
and go-to employment law attorneys. 
She has an extraordinary record of fa-
vorable outcomes and successes in a va-
riety of cases in state and federal courts 
and administrative agencies. Lutz is a 
widely sought out author and speaker 
and is an employment law instructor for 
UC San Diego’s Division of Extended 
Studies. She has been recognized by Best 
Lawyers in America for her work in both 
Employment Law – Management and 
Labor and Employment Litigation. She 
has been recognized by San Diego Su-
per Lawyers each year since 2011 and 
was included in its 2020 Top 25 Women 
Lawyers in San Diego.

JENNIFER N. LUTZ 
Shareholder 

Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & 
Dolin

Josh Maxwell, managing partner of 
Hone Maxwell LLP, uses his expe-
rience as a CPA and tax attorney to 

bridge the gap between accounting and 
law, giving him a deep understanding of 
the technical aspects and jargon of every 
tax situation. Maxwell represents many 
clients in legal defenses to limit or prevent 
inappropriate audit assessments, including 
those living and working abroad. Under 
his leadership, the firm has seen tremen-
dous growth, including offices in Irvine 
and Tijuana, Mexico. Maxwell prioritizes 
traveling abroad to form strong relation-
ships with his foreign clients and a deep 
understanding of the business and socie-
tal cultures in which they operate. Under 
his leadership, HMLLP grew into a firm 
of experienced, successful attorneys and 
staff members who are almost all bilin-
gual in Spanish or Mandarin. Maxwell 
is a prolific writer, a sought-after speaker 
and active in many business, finance and 
tax professional groups.

JOSH MAXWELL
Managing Partner
Hone Maxwell LLP

Real Estate • Business Law • Land Use • Transaction • Litigation 

2540 Gateway Road, Carlsbad, CA 92009 • www.loftinbedell.com • 760.431.2111 

Congratulations  
Ariel Bedell  

on being named one of the 
San Diego Business Journal’s 

Leaders in Law. A well-deserved 
recognition for the dedication, 

diligence, and guidance provided 
to clients and the community.

Utilizing Creative Solutions, Dedication, and Guidance to Lead 
you down the path to successful legal solutions
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Marisa Miller is partner with Shep-
pard Mullin Richter & Hampton 
LLP. A seasoned litigator and tri-

al attorney, Miller is an effective advo-
cate who represents clients in complex, 
high stakes commercial litigation mat-
ters, involving contracts, trade secrets, 
corporate governance, partnership and 
fiduciary relationships, construction, in-
verse condemnation and other strict li-
ability claims, business torts and fraud. 
These matters range from billion dollar 
commercial disputes to matters involving 
energy, environmental, statutory, tech-
nology and shareholder rights issues. In 
addition, clients regularly rely on Miller 
to handle their toughest internal inves-
tigations. Miller’s clients include Sem-
pra Energy, San Diego Gas & Electric 
Company, San Diego Padres, Skrewball 
Spirits LLC, ClearPoint Neuro and Sony 
Electronics. Miller is dedicated to gender 
and diversity issues. She serves on the 
firm’s Women Lawyers Group, and, as 
a Cuban American, is an active member 
of the firm’s Diversity and Inclusion At-
torney Network.

Olivia Miner is a senior associate 
at Wilson Turner Kosmo, one of 
the largest certified women-owned 

law firms in Southern California. A ris-
ing leader in WTK’s renowned Product 
Liability and Warranty practice groups, 
Miner defends industry-leading auto-
motive and industrial distributors, man-
ufacturers and retailers against an array 
of consumer protection claims. Miner 
also has significant experience obtain-
ing favorable settlements and summary 
judgment in product and premises liabil-
ity, fraud and negligence actions. Prior 
to joining WTK, Miner specialized in 
the analysis, detection and exposure of 
fraudulent medical treatment and billing 
practices and insurance fraud. Her work 
led to the successful criminal prosecu-
tion of several medical providers. Prior 
to attending law school, she pursued a 
career in compliance working for an in-
ternational government contracting firm. 
Miner serves as co-chair of the Law-
yers Club of San Diego’s Trial Advoca-
cy Committee. She is a member of the 
Association of Business Trial Lawyers.

MARISA MILLER
Partner

Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton LLP

Sandra L. McDonough, managing 
partner at Paul, Plevin, Sullivan & 
Connaughton, specializes in repre-

senting employers in all aspects of em-
ployment litigation, including wrongful 
termination, harassment, discrimination, 
class action suits and union matters. She 
also advises clients regarding employment 
issues, including employee discipline, ter-
minations, leaves of absence, and wage and 
hour violations. McDonough also has a 
robust practice representing employers in 
class and representative actions. She has 
substantial expertise in higher education 
law and public sector jurisdictional, immu-
nity and constitutional issues. In addition, 
she counsels employers on labor/manage-
ment relations, compliance matters, em-
ployment transactions and a vast array 
of other day-to-day employment issues in-
cluding guidance regarding investigations, 
reductions in force, leaves of absence and 
accommodations, wage and hour compli-
ance, policy creation and modification, au-
diting, and severance and discipline issues. 
She is listed as a San Diego Super Lawyer 
for Employment and Labor Law.

SANDRA L. MCDONOUGH
Managing Partner

Paul, Plevin, Sullivan & 
Connaughton

OLIVIA MINER
Senior Associate

Wilson Turner Kosmo

Kim Miller, Ph.D., is a partner at 
Knobbe Martens. A leading San 
Diego patent attorney, she serves 

as a single point of contact for all IP-re-
lated matters her clients face. A past chair 
of Knobbe Martens’ International De-
partment, Miller has conducted patent 
prosecution in more than 45 jurisdictions 
throughout the world. She offers a di-
verse practice in IP portfolio manage-
ment and development, due diligence 
and landscape analysis, as well as li-
censing initiatives and obtaining design 
patents. Miller’s clients include individ-
ual inventors, venture funded start-ups, 
university spin-offs and publicly trad-
ed companies. Her practice spans a va-
riety of technical disciplines, including 
chemistry, pharmaceuticals, polymers 
and biotechnology. Miller is co-chair of 
Knobbe Martens’ Chemical/Pharmaceu-
ticals Practice Group, serves on the firm’s 
Mentor Committee and has been sin-
gled out for honors such as Life Science 
Star by Legal Media Group and World’s 
Leading Patent Professional by Intellec-
tual Asset Management.

KIM MILLER
Partner

Knobbe Martens

Bardia Moayedi is a corporate and 
securities partner at Snell & Wilmer, 
a full-service business law firm. He 

is chair of the firm’s Technology Indus-
try Group and co-chair of the firm’s Life 
Sciences Industry Group, with a primary 
emphasis on advising emerging growth 
and public companies throughout their 
lifecycles, particularly in the life scienc-
es, high-technology, financial technology, 
food and beverage, and clean-technolo-
gy industries. Moayedi has significant ex-
perience representing companies and fi-
nancial firms in a broad range of general 
corporate governance and transactional 
matters, including venture capital financ-
ings, mergers and acquisitions, debt offer-
ings, spin-offs/divestitures, joint ventures, 
IPOs, follow-on offerings and tender of-
fers. He often serves as the go-to outside 
counsel or lead counsel to his clients. He 
works with several university-based orga-
nizations that support startups. Prior to 
attending law school, Moayedi worked 
at a prominent investment bank, where 
he focused on hedge funds and private 
equity funds.

BARDIA MOAYEDI
Partner

Snell & Wilmer
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Thank you for your outstanding leadership and dedication  
to our firm, our clients, and our community. 

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W  
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Danielle Myers is a partner in Rob-
bins Geller Rudman & Dowd 
LLP’s San Diego office and fo-

cuses her practice on complex securi-
ties litigation. Myers is one of the part-
ners who oversees the Portfolio Moni-
toring Program and provides legal rec-
ommendations to the firm’s institution-
al investor clients on their options to 
maximize recoveries in securities liti-
gation, both within the United States 
and internationally, from inception to 
settlement. She is also part of Robbins 
Geller’s SPAC Task Force, which is ded-
icated to rooting out and prosecuting 
fraud on behalf of injured investors in 
special purpose acquisition companies. 
Myers advises the firm’s clients in con-
nection with lead plaintiff applications 
and has helped secure appointment of 
the firm’s clients as lead plaintiff and 
the firm’s appointment as lead counsel 
in hundreds of securities class actions, 
which cases have yielded more than $4 
billion for investors.

Andrea Myers, shareholder at Selt-
zer Caplan McMahon Vitek, is a 
natural leader who demonstrates 

enthusiasm and energy in all aspects of 
her life and career. A successful litigator 
at one of San Diego’s most prestigious 
law firms, Myers has successfully tried 
and settled several multimillion-dol-
lar business disputes and real property 
claims. Outside of her practice, Myers 
is heavily involved in San Diego phil-
anthropic activities — work that began 
in childhood and was inspired by three 
generations of community advocates. 
She is active in organizations including 
the Junior League of San Diego and 
San Diego Bowl Game Association’s 

“RedCoat” Committee. She is the trea-
surer of the Association of Business 
Trial Lawyers Board of Governors and 
serves on the University of San Diego 
School of Law, Board of Visitors. My-
ers has received great praise and recog-
nition for her work, including two 40 
Under 40 designations.

DANIELLE MYERS
Partner

Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd 
LLP

Danielle Moore, partner at Fisher Phil-
lips, has two primary objectives when 
counseling employers on labor and em-

ployment concerns: limiting financial impact 
on their business and getting ahead of litiga-
tion as early as possible. Whether defending 
accusations of employment discrimination, 
wrongful termination, harassment or retali-
ation, or analyzing a complex workplace is-
sue, Moore works to understand her client’s 
goals and reach the best possible outcome. 
Especially amid threats of large-scale expo-
sure — due to class action lawsuits or Private 
Attorneys General Act (PAGA) actions — 
Moore’s deep understanding of the Labor 
Code helps minimize liability and reduce fu-
ture risk. Clients rely on her advice about day-
to-day employment issues impacting their 
workplace. She guides employment hand-
book and personnel policy preparation and 
provides preventive counsel for hiring, disci-
pline and termination best practices. She fre-
quently conducts management training, lec-
tures on emerging employment topics and has 
taught employment law at the university level.

DANIELLE MOORE
Partner

Fisher Phillips

ANDREA MYERS
Shareholder

Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

Jeffrey Morton, Ph.D., is a partner at 
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch 
LLP. He provides strategic intellectual 

property advice, including patent prosecu-
tion, and related transactional support for 
emerging and mature companies in a wide 
variety of industries, with a particular focus 
on life sciences and medical technologies. A 
Ph.D. immunologist, he has extensive pat-
ent experience in technologies including 
genomics, immunology and gene editing 
technologies, and advises on complex free-
dom-to-operate life sciences issues. Morton 
also maintains an active trademark practice 
and provides cross-border legal advice with 
Canadian clients, being admitted in both 
the U.S. and Canada. Morton has been 
recognized by the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Review as a U.S. Patent Leader and 
Trademark Leader and as an IAM Strat-
egy 300 world-leading IP strategist. He is 
active in multiple organizations dedicated 
to science, entrepreneurship and law, and 
he volunteers for the Surfrider Foundation’s 
San Diego chapter.

JEFFREY MORTON
Partner

Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & 
Savitch LLP

Andrew Myers, partner with Solomon 
Ward Seidenwurm & Smith LLP, has 
established himself as a leader at his 

firm and in the legal industry. With exper-
tise in business litigation and employment 
law as well as class actions and unfair com-
petition, Myers has built a practice that 
represents a diverse corporate client base 
in business and employment-related mat-
ters. He has litigated extensively in both 
state and federal courts, working with cli-
ents to develop forward-thinking legal and 
business strategies that advance their ob-
jectives both in and out of the courtroom. 

In his 11 years as an attorney, Myers 
has successfully defended a broad spec-
trum of employers in proceedings and au-
dits conducted by various governmental 
agencies including the United States De-
partment of Labor, EEOC and Califor-
nia Department of Industrial Relations. 
He has also negotiated and resolved doz-
ens of pre-litigation business and employ-
ment disputes in a cost-effective and pro-
active manner. 

ANDREW MYERS
Partner

Solomon Ward Seidenwurm & 
Smith LLP
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Cecilia O’Connell Miller is a sharehold-
er in Buchalter’s San Diego office, and 
co-chair of the Insurance Law prac-

tice group. Her practice encompasses trial 
and appellate representation of her policy-
holder clients in arbitrations, state courts 
and federal courts across the country. Her 
practice focuses on complex commercial 
litigation and pre-litigation counseling with 
an emphasis on insurance coverage recov-
ery for policyholders under numerous lines 
of coverage including commercial general 
liability, D&O, employment practices li-
ability, pollution legal liability, first party 
property (including business interruption), 
tax liability, life insurance, AD&D, LTD, 
and representation and warranty insurance. 
Miller also regularly represents clients in 
securing coverage under memoranda of 
coverage issued by joint powers authori-
ties as well as prosecuting claims against 
insurance brokers. Miller is a frequent lec-
turer and author on insurance coverage is-
sues, including advising clients as to best 
practices to maximize existing insurance 
coverage and prospectively managing risk.

Jennifer Oliver is a partner at 
MoginRubin LP where she spe-
cializes in data breaches, antitrust 

and other private and class action lit-
igation, as well as antitrust counsel-
ing. Oliver’s experience includes ac-
tive roles in several high-profile jury 
trials, serving as lead counsel in com-
plex mediations, and arguing before 
courts at both the trial and appellate 
levels. In addition to her merger and 
cartel work, Oliver has also litigated 
trade secrets, RICO conspiracies, se-
curities fraud, unfair trade practices, 
breaches of contract and privacy cases. 
A strong advocate for pro bono work, 
Oliver was a member of  the pro bono 
team in the seminal Supreme Court 
case Ashcroft v. Iqbal. She is also an 
IAPP Certified Information Privacy 
Professional, and studied internation-
al law and worked as a clerk at one of 
Japan’s largest law firms. She is active 
in several legal and philanthropic or-
ganizations.

CECILIA O’CONNELL MILLER 
Shareholder 
Buchalter

Zachary Myers is a partner with Wil-
son Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati, P.C. 
He is a “go to” attorney for South-

ern California’s private and public com-
panies in the technology and life scienc-
es sectors—especially biotechnology and 
medical device companies—in complex, 
high-value transactions. Myers’ practice 
allows him to work with companies rang-
ing from startups to large public clients. 
He represents private companies in ven-
ture capital financings, helping companies 
raise millions of dollars needed to fund, 
grow and expand their businesses. He has 
assisted numerous clients that have gone 
public, listing on the New York Stock Ex-
change and NASDAQ markets. He often 
represents clients in the purchase or sale 
of their businesses, engaging in multiple 
sophisticated M&A transactions. Myers 
also serves as a strategic counselor for cli-
ents, providing practical legal and busi-
ness solutions. As a former CPA, Myers 
appreciates clients’ business cycles and 
interacts seamlessly with their manage-
ment teams and boards.

ZACHARY MYERS
Partner

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati, P.C.

JENNIFER OLIVER
Partner

MoginRubin LP

Adriana Ochoa, partner at Pro-
copio, is an award-winning attor-
ney whose hard work benefits her 

clients, her firm, and the greater San 
Diego community. Recognized by Best 
Lawyers and Super Lawyers, Ochoa 
provides general counsel services to nu-
merous public agencies in San Diego 
County and beyond, helping them en-
sure proper governance under the state’s 
many public disclosure and other laws. 
This includes serving as outside gener-
al counsel to Metro Wastewater Joint 
Powers Authority, which includes the 
County of San Diego and many of its 
cities. She is a leader within Procopio, 
San Diego’s largest law firm, leading 
its Health Care, Education and Gov-
ernment team after having served for 
several years as the leader of its Diver-
sity, Equity and Inclusion Committee. 
A past president of the San Diego La 
Raza Lawyers Association, Ochoa is 
active in the San Diego community, in-
cluding volunteer work promoting di-
versity in the legal profession.

ADRIANA OCHOA
Partner 

Procopio

Michael Paa, senior counsel at Cu-
bic Corporation, is an in-house 
generalist. His practice areas fo-

cus on employment, real estate, finance, 
M&A and general corporate matters. 
Paa is a member of  Cubic’s Leader-
ship Counsel and a former member of 
Cubic’s High Potential program. He 
has been responsible for advising Cu-
bic regarding its $105 million corpo-
rate campus redevelopment project in 
Kearny Mesa and the $35 million sale 
of  Cubic’s transportation subsidiary 
campus in Kearny Mesa. He has ne-
gotiated leases in Perth, Australia as 
well as Ashburn, Virginia; Austin, Tex-
as; and Sugar Land, Texas. Original-
ly focused on employment law when 
hired in 2017, he has assisted in vari-
ous recruiting diversity and inclusion 
initiatives. Paa values the close relation-
ship he has with his internal clients and 
continues to build those relationships, 
which have allowed him to address is-
sues early before they become signifi-
cant problems.

MICHAEL PAA
Senior Counsel 

Cubic Corporation

Congratulations!

PATRICK KLINGBORG MICHAEL LEES ANDREW MYERS
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Teodora D. Purcell is a partner at 
Larrabee Albi Coker, LLP, and a 
certified specialist in Immigration 

and Nationality Law. She is an advocate, 
a mentor, a pro bono champion, a rec-
ognized community leader, and a strate-
gic business adviser. Being multilingual 
and with law degrees from both her na-
tive Bulgaria and the United States, her 
career has spanned Am100 Law Firms, 
international law firm, non-profit or-
ganization, and working with entre-
preneurs, global citizens, employers, 
Fortune 500 companies in various in-
dustries. She advocates for individuals 
pursuing dreams of better opportunity, 
while assisting corporate clients bring 
and retain the best foreign talent to the 
United States. Purcell is committed to 
community service and for her selfless 
pro bono work, is recipient of the Casa 
Cornelia Distinguished Lawyer of the 
Year “La Mancha” 2015 Award the Wi-
ley Manuel Pro Bono Awards by the 
California State Bar.

Heather Riley, a partner in the San 
Diego office of Allen Matkins, is 
a go-to land use and environmen-

tal attorney, trusted by both developers 
and public agencies. This hinges on two 
essential qualities: her attention to detail 
in solving complex project planning puz-
zles and her knowledge of the strict regu-
lations and processes of CEQA (the Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act). With 
clients facing an array of challenges due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, including 
potential project approval expirations and 
limited resources at the state and local lev-
els, Riley has been successfully assisting in 
getting entitlements preserved or extend-
ed. For commercial and residential de-
velopers and real estate firms with multi-
state endeavors looking to get discretion-
ary projects approved, Riley’s successful 
track record covers all angles. If a third 
party files a project or CEQA challenge, 
Riley has all the tools and skills necessary 
to vigorously defend her clients’ positions 
in litigation.

TEODORA D. PURCELL
Partner

Larrabee Albi Coker, LLP

Douglas A. Pettit is a founding 
shareholder of  Pettit Kohn In-
grassia Lutz & Dolin. He has ex-

tensive trial and litigation experience 
in the areas of civil litigation, business 
litigation and professional liability. He 
is a widely acclaimed speaker, provid-
ing guidance on ethics, professional 
liability and professional malprac-
tice. He also serves as a lecturer for 
the University of  San Diego School 
of  Law where he teaches a course in 
Experiential Advocacy. Pettit has suc-
cessfully tried over 50 cases in Cali-
fornia and his extraordinary record 
of  favorable outcomes and exemplary 
client service has resulted in recogni-
tion by his peers over the years. He 
has achieved Martindale-Hubbell’s 
highest rating of  AV Preeminent for 
his legal ability and ethical standards 
and is a Fellow of  the American Bar 
Foundation, an honor limited to one 
third of  one percent of  the lawyers 
in America.

DOUGLAS A. PETTIT 
Founding Shareholder

Pettit Kohn Ingrassia Lutz & 
Dolin

HEATHER RILEY
Partner

Allen Matkins

Regina A. Petty is a partner and 
chief  diversity officer in the San 
Diego and Los Angeles offices of 

Fisher Phillips LLP, one of  the coun-
try’s largest labor and employment law 
firms representing management. Her 
practice, which combines employment 
law and business litigation, takes her 
to state and federal courts at the tri-
al and appellate levels. She is experi-
enced in multi-district and class ac-
tion litigation as well as arbitrations. 
She is a Cornell Certified Diversity 
Professional. She is a past president 
of  the San Diego County Bar Asso-
ciation and has been listed in San Di-
ego Super Lawyers every year since 
its inaugural issue. Petty earned her 
economics and J.D. degrees at Stan-
ford University. She was conferred a 
Doctor of  Laws degree by California 
Western School of  Law and was hon-
ored by the Stanford University Black 
Community Services Center with its 
Legacy Award.

REGINA A. PETTY 
Partner and Chief Diversity 

Officer
Fisher Phillips LLP

Robert Robinson is an attorney 
and managing partner at Hick-
man Robinson Yaege LLP. He 

has been a legal leader in the real es-
tate arena for over 18 years. Before 
that, he was a real estate agent and 
broker, giving him a practical insight 
into his clients’ perspectives. He 
founded Hickman Robinson Yaege 
LLP in 2009 after working at a large 
downtown law firm and a boutique 
real estate firm in La Jolla. Hickman 
Robinson Yaege LLP quickly became 
a leader in the real estate legal field. 
Robinson has received many honors; 
he is part of  the San Diego Super 
Lawyers List and was named a Top 
Real Estate Industry Leader by Mod-
ern Luxury. He serves on the advisory 
board for the Corky McMillan Cen-
ter for Real Estate at San Diego State 
University. He also serves as a mentor 
and speaker for the San Diego State 
Real Estate School.

ROBERT ROBINSON 
Attorney and Managing Partner 
Hickman Robinson Yaege LLP

Congratulations to Daniel Watts, Esq.
for being selected as a Leader in Law 

by the San Diego Business Journal!

 Voted San Diego’s Top Attorneys for Real 
Estate, Business & Banking, G10 Law delivers 
innovative, practical, and value-driven legal 

services to meet our clients’ needs.

760-431-4575 • www.g10law.com

Congratulations, Alexandra Eaker Perez 
for being selected as a Leader in law!

E x p e r i e n c e d  G u i d a n c e  f o r  U n c e r t a i n  T a x  M a t t e r s

Aperez@EakerPerezLaw.com
(619) 348 5944

www.eakerperezlaw.com
Find us at: Facebook.com/EakerPerezLaw
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Gary B. Rudolph, shareholder of 
Sullivan Hill, practices in bank-
ruptcy and other insolvency prob-

lems, representing trustees, creditors 
and debtors in commercial bankrupt-
cies. His representation in the Bank-
ruptcy Court includes official unse-
cured creditor committees, bankrupt-
cy trustees, corporate Chapter 7 debt-
ors, Chapter 11 debtors-in-possession, 
and creditors in all bankruptcy matters. 
Rudolph is a mediator for the United 
States Bankruptcy Court, Southern Dis-
trict of California, and was chosen as 
the outstanding mediator by the judg-
es of the Bankruptcy Court in 1991. 
He has also qualified and served as a 
bankruptcy examiner and as an expert 
witness in bankruptcy matters. He has 
been included in the 27th, 28th and 29th 
editions of Best Lawyers in America in 
the fields of Bankruptcy and Creditor 
Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reor-
ganization Law. Rudolph holds an AV 
Preeminent Peer Review Rating by Mar-
tindale-Hubbell.

Ruth Ryan-Cruz is a bilingual (En-
glish, Spanish) attorney at Ry-
an-Cruz Law, APC. She practic-

es in the areas of  business law, real 
estate law, and trust and estates. She 
established her first business at the age 
of  16 in website development, helping 
North County business owners gain 
visibility online in an era when the 
internet was fairly new. Following a 
degree in business administration and 
law school studies with an emphasis 
in business, Ryan-Cruz has dedicat-
ed herself  and the law firm to help-
ing business owners and their families. 
Ryan-Cruz continuously helps small 
and medium-sized businesses across 
several industries move forward. In 
the area of  real estate law, Ryan-Cruz 
helps homeowners navigate the vari-
ous legal troubles that arise. In the 
area of estate planning, she has helped 
families establish their wills, trusts and 
estate planning documents by protect-
ing their assets and building wealth 
along the way.

GARY B. RUDOLPH
Shareholder
Sullivan Hill

Heather L. Rosing is CEO and pres-
ident of Klinedinst PC. She is 
the longstanding chairperson of 

the Professional Liability Department, 
working with a team of Klinedinst law-
yers across the state in the defense of 
lawyers, accountants and other profes-
sionals and institutions. Rosing has de-
veloped a nationwide reputation for her 
experience and skill in the areas of mal-
practice and fraud, director and officer 
matters, and management liability. She 
also regularly provides sophisticated ad-
vice to professionals in the areas of eth-
ics, risk management, and discipline de-
fense. Rosing is known for her strong ad-
vocacy, as well as her solution-oriented 
approach to disputes. Rated AV-Preemi-
nent by Martindale since 2000, Rosing has 
been honored with numerous accolades. 
She donates much of her time to speak-
ing and teaching free of charge on ethics, 
professionalism and malpractice. Born in 
Chicago, Rosing attended the University 
of Illinois and Northwestern University 
School of Law.

HEATHER L. ROSING
CEO and President

Klinedinst PC

RUTH RYAN-CRUZ
Attorney

Ryan-Cruz Law, APC

Nicole Roysdon is a partner at Wil-
son Turner Kosmo, one of  Cal-
ifornia’s largest women-owned 

law firms. A leader in the firm’s Em-
ployment and Class Actions practice 
groups, Roysdon helps employers of 
all sizes and across industries navigate 
the state’s complex (and nation lead-
ing) employment laws. Roysdon has 
over 10 years of  experience represent-
ing clients in complex and multiparty 
litigation in state and federal courts, 
as well as in arbitration. In recent 
years, her practice has focused heavi-
ly on representing employers against 
actions brought under the Private At-
torneys General Act (PAGA), which 
can carry extreme penalties, as well as 
helping employers navigate the fall-
out of  recent California laws (AB5 
and Proposition 22) regarding work-
ers classified as independent contrac-
tors. For her professional excellence, 
she was named a Rising Star by San 
Diego Super Lawyers in 2019, 2021 
and 2022.

NICOLE ROYSDON
Partner

Wilson Turner Kosmo

Sarah T. Schaffer, CLS-F and 
founder of  Schaffer Family Law 
Group, has been an advocate for 

families across San Diego for more 
than two decades. She is a family law 
specialist, certified by the State Bar of 
California, and represents clients in 
challenging high-conflict family mat-
ters. In addition, she has an LL.M. 
in taxation and prior to becoming 
an attorney, worked as a tax consul-
tant. Her background allows her to 
not only understand and assist clients 
with their tax and financial planning 
needs, but also gives her the ability 
to ensure their assets are adequately 
protected. Earlier in her career, Sar-
ah served in the Marine Corps and 
continues to serve as Deputy Director, 
Reserve Legal Support, Headquar-
ters Marine Corps, Judge Advocate 
Division, Washington, D.C. Because 
of  this background, military families 
trust Schaffer’s ability to guide them 
through family law issues specific to 
service members.

SARAH T. SCHAFFER
Founder

Schaffer Family Law Group

Estate planning viewed through the lens of asset protection. ®

Congratulations to  

Rodney J. Hatley,  
J.D., LL.M 

on his selection as a Leader 
in Law. Thank you, Rod, 

for helping families create 
their financial, intellectual & 

spiritual wealth legacy.

Call (858) 465-8001 • www.hatleylawgroup.com

Estate planning viewed through the lens 
of asset protection.®

Boston | Denver | Los Angeles | San Diego | San Francisco | Washington, D.C.
www.health-law.com

Health law from every angle

Congratulations 
Mark 

Johnson
on being named 
a Leader in Law

by the  
San Diego

Business Journal!
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Ronson Shamoun is the founder and 
CEO of RJS Law, A Tax Law Firm. 
His practice involves federal and 

state taxation, with an emphasis on crim-
inal tax defense, tax controversy, inter-
national tax and estate planning. He has 
extensive experience representing indi-
viduals and businesses before the Inter-
nal Revenue Service (IRS), the Franchise 
Tax Board (FTB), the Employment De-
velopment Department (EDD), and the 
California Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration (CDTFA). His tireless, 
client-focused work ethic and his ster-
ling reputation with such agencies as the 
IRS and attorneys at the United States 
Attorney’s Office and the District Attor-
ney’s Office have saved his clients hun-
dreds of millions of dollars. Shamoun 
has fought for reduced criminal charges 
against clients accused of tax evasion, 
and he has helped dozens avoid crimi-
nal prosecution altogether. He received 
his B.A., J.D. and LL.M. from the Uni-
versity of San Diego.

David Shapiro is Managing Partner 
of the Law Office of David P. Sha-
piro. He has been exclusively prac-

ticing criminal defense in San Diego 
since 2007 and has built his own firm 
into one of San Diego’s most respected 
criminal defense firms since opening its 
doors in 2010. 

Shapiro’s office was recognized as the 
2022 Winner of the BBB Torch Award for 
Ethics in San Diego. They’re recognized 
as one of the nation’s fastest growing law 
firms in the U.S. by LawFirm500. Shap-
iro has received the Martindale Hubbell 
AV-Preeminent rating (2019-present). 

Shapiro received his law degree from 
Tulane University where he was the pres-
ident of The Criminal Law Society. He 
has been a member of the San Diego 
Criminal Defense Bar Association since 
2007 and board member since 2016. He 
is also frequently featured on news net-
works, including NBC, Fox News, The 
Washington Post and Los Angeles Times 
for his legal expertise.

RONSON SHAMOUN 
Founder and CEO

RJS Law

Johanna S. Schiavoni is an appel-
late attorney with Complex Appel-
late Litigation Group LLP. She is 

a board member and immediate past 
chair of the San Diego County Region-
al Airport Authority, and was 2020 
president of  the San Diego County 
Bar Association.

Schiavoni has more than 20 years 
of  experience litigating appeals and 
writs in the Ninth Circuit, California 
Courts of Appeal, and other appellate 
courts. She has argued more than 35 
cases in the state and federal appel-
late courts, and has been the principal 
brief-writer in at least 100. She rep-
resents large companies, closely held 
corporations, small businesses and in-
dividuals in high-stakes appellate mat-
ters. In 2021, she received the Witkin 
Award for Excellence in the Practice of 
Law and as a Community Changemak-
er from the San Diego Law Library. 
She has been named to the San Diego 
Super Lawyers list for Appellate Liti-
gation since 2015.

JOHANNA S. SCHIAVONI
Appellate Attorney

Complex Appellate Litigation 
Group LLP

DAVID SHAPIRO
Managing Partner

Law Office of David P. Shapiro

Dina Segal is legal head of strategic 
transactions and financial technol-
ogies at Gusto. She is a business 

minded, practical and inspirational lead-
er. In her current role, she is a legal part-
ner to Gusto’s business and corporate 
development teams, helping them grow 
into emerging and strategic business ar-
eas and provide meaningful benefits to 
small business customers and their em-
ployees. Segal is also co-president and 
board member of SunLaw Inc., a non-
profit, dynamic community that supports, 
educates, advances, connects and inspires 
women in-house counsel to maximize 
their fullest potential and lead. Before 
joining Gusto, Segal was assistant gen-
eral counsel at Intuit Inc., where she was 
a legal partner to Intuit’s business teams 
working to power customer prosperity 
around the world. Through this journey, 
Segal’s diversity of thought, collabora-
tive attitude and deep business acumen 
has allowed her to solve complex legal 
challenges and inspire others to grow 
and lead.

DINA SEGAL
Head of Strategic Transactions and 

Financial Technologies, Legal
Gusto

Joy M. Sidhwa is a Senior Counsel at 
MoginRubin LLP. She leads the dis-
covery team in nationwide class ac-

tions in antitrust enforcement and other 
complex litigation. 

Sidhwa helps small and large com-
panies, trade groups, and consumers 
challenge anticompetitive conduct by 
dominant market players. She has been 
on the front lines of discovery matters 
against some of the leading technolo-
gy and pharmaceutical companies in 
the world, as well as providing legal 
services to small, local businesses. She 
has contributed in helping clients ob-
tain hundreds of millions of dollars in 
settlement. 

In addition to her litigation work, 
Sidhwa serves on the board of direc-
tors of the Filipino-America Lawyers 
of San Dieg, the Women of Color in 
Law of San Diego, and the Universi-
ty of Michigan Alumni of San Diego. 
She is an active member of the Lawyers 
Club and is involved in its committees.

JOY M. SIDHWA 
Senior Counsel 

MoginRubin LLP

101 W. BROADWAY, SUITE 810 | SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 | 619.236.8821 | WWW.SSCELAW.COM.

We are proud to honor partner  
Sarah Evans and grateful for her 
contributions to the legal profession, our 
firm, and our community. 
Congratulations, Sarah, on being 
named a Top Leader in Law!

The legal ski l ls, l i t igation experience and support of a large f irm. 
The virtues of a personal approach to practice.
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Robert Tyson is Strategic Managing 
Partner of Tyson & Mendes LLP. 
He is known for his trial record and 

his expertise arguing damages in person-
al injury cases. 

Tyson’s groundbreaking work on 
Howell v. Hamilton Meats, a case he won 
before the California Supreme Court in 
2011, has been hailed as the most signifi-
cant insurance decision to come down in 
over 40 years. Since the landmark case, 
his firm has grown to more than 200 at-
torneys in 18 offices across the nation. 

With his skilled reputation, Tyson 
and his team are regularly “parachuted 
in” to try lawsuits against some of the 
most well-known plaintiffs’ attorneys in 
the country. This includes the work done 
by TM HALO, a value-billing subsidiary 
of Tyson & Mendes. Born from Tyson’s 
winning litigation record, TM HALO fo-
cuses on insurers’ biggest and most im-
portant cases, often against some of the 
most well-known plaintiffs’ attorneys in 
the country.

Michael Umansky is a Partner at Shep-
pard Mullin. He serves in the Cor-
porate Practice Group in the firm’s 

San Diego and Century City offices and is 
a leader of the firm’s Emerging Company/
Venture Capital Team. 

Umansky practices corporate law, with a 
special emphasis on mergers and acquisitions 
and capital raising transactions. His practice 
includes venture capital and private equity fi-
nancings, merger and acquisition transactions, 
business formation and structuring, contrac-
tual matters and public securities offerings. 

He represents entrepreneurs, startup and 
established companies and venture capital 
and private equity investors in a variety of 
sectors, including software, internet, mobile, 
business services, consumer goods and brands, 
life sciences, and food and beverage. 

He is active with numerous local profes-
sional and charitable organizations, includ-
ing Connect San Diego, Tech San Diego, the 
San Diego County Bar Association, NuFund 
Venture Group, the UCSD Rady School of 
Management StartR Program, and Casa 
Cornelia.

ROBERT TYSON 
Strategic Managing Partner 

Tyson & Mendes LLP

Jonah A. Toleno is a Partner at Shus-
tak Reynolds & Partners. She is AV 
Rated with Martindale HubbellAV in 

securities law, general practice and busi-
ness law.

In 2018, she received the San Diego 
County Bar Association Community Ser-
vice Award for Commitment to Diversity 
and in 2021 received the Lawyers Club of 
San Diego Community Service Award.

Toleno was named a Top 25 Female 
Attorney in San Diego by SuperLawyers 
in 2020 and 2021 and was named a Top 
50 Attorney in San Diego by SuperLaw-
yers in 2021, as well named a SuperLaw-
yer five years in a row starting in 2017.

In 2018, Toleno was a San Diego 
Woman Magazine Inspirational Wom-
en Honoree and In 2016 she was a San 
Diego Magazine Woman of the Year Fi-
nalist.

Toleno has also served in leadership 
roles at San Diego County Bar Associa-
tion, Filipino-American Lawyers of San 
Diego and Lawyers Club of San Diego.

JONAH A. TOLENO 
Partner 

Shustak Reynolds & Partners

MICHAEL UMANSKY 
Partner 

Sheppard Mullin

Brian Tsu is a Partner at Higgs Fle.tch-
er and Mack. He represents high-net-
worth individuals in the areas of do-

mestic and international estate planning, 
related areas of taxation and closely-held 
family business planning. He also advis-
es fiduciaries in complex trust and estate 
administrations, particularly when tax or 
cross-border issues are present. 

Tsu is a Fellow of the American Col-
lege of Trust and Estate Counsel – a na-
tional organization of more than 2,400 
lawyers and law professors peer-elected 
to membership. 

Tsu is a dual California Certified Le-
gal Specialist, in both Estate Planning, 
Trust & Probate Law and Taxation 
Law, each by the State Bar of Califor-
nia, Board of Legal Specialization. He 
serves as chair of the Estate and Gift 
Taxes Committee of the Taxation Sec-
tion of the American Bar Association; 
and is a member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the California Lawyers Asso-
ciation’s Taxation Section.

BRIAN TSU 
Partner 

Higgs Fletcher and Mack

Joe von Meier is a Partner with Cros-
bie Gliner Schiffman Southard & 
Swanson LLC (CGS3) – a recognized 

leader among Southern California com-
mercial real estate law firms. He joined 
CGS3 as senior counsel in 2017 and was 
promoted to partner in 2020. 

Von Meier embarked on his legal ca-
reer at Chicago-based Burke, Warren, 
Mackay and Serritella, where he worked 
for 15 years – also climbing the ranks to 
partner. Combining strong business acu-
men with sound legal judgment cultivated 
over nearly 20 years in practice, von Mei-
er’s focus on construction and develop-
ment across all segments of the commer-
cial real estate sector has established him 
as a trusted partner for some of the coun-
try’s top developers, investment groups 
and construction firms. 

Von Meier concentrates his practice 
on high-profile, complex real estate trans-
actions with a focus on student housing, 
multifamily, luxury residential and retail 
development and construction.

JOE VON MEIER 
Partner 

Crosbie Gliner Schiffman 
Southard & Swanson LLC

Renee N.G. Stackhouse is a Trial At-
torney and owner of Stackhouse, 
APC. Her practice focuses on mil-

itary law and plaintiff’s personal injury. 
Stackhouse is board certified in civil 

trial law by the National Board of Trial 
Advocacy and teaches trial skills nation-
ally through Trial Lawyers College. She 
is a Fellow of the American Bar Founda-
tion and has been recognized as AV Pre-
eminent Peer Review Rated by Martin-
dale-Hubbell and The Best Lawyers in 
America. She is a co-chair to the National 
Association of Women Judges Fairness & 
Access Committee. 

This year, she was named a Top 50 
Super Lawyers for San Diego and Top 
25 Women Super Lawyers for San Diego. 

Stackhouse served as the 2021 San 
Diego County Bar Association Presi-
dent and 2022 Immediate Past President 
and has previously led California Wom-
en Lawyers, the CWL Foundation, San 
Diego La Raza Lawyers Association and 
Thomas Jefferson School of Law Alum-
ni Association.

Scott Stanton is a Member of Mintz’s 
Corporate Practice. He has extensive 
experience in mergers and acquisitions, 

securities offerings, corporate governance and 
general corporate matters. 

Stanton’s experience includes structuring 
and negotiating mergers and acquisitions deals 
of all sizes; leading public and private securities 
transactions; serving as primary outside counsel 
to public and private companies; and advising 
clients on SEC compliance and other gover-
nance matters. He also guides clients through 
IPOs, private investment in public equity trans-
actions, registered direct offerings, bond offer-
ings, private placements, and venture financings. 

He represents companies, boards of di-
rectors, and board committees in a wide vari-
ety of industries, including software, medical 
devices, life sciences, semiconductors, manu-
facturing, consumer products, insurance and 
financial services. 

Stanons is regularly recommended by ex-
ternal publications, including Best Lawyers In 
America (where he has been named Lawyer 
of the Year three times), Super Lawyers and 
the San Diego Business Journal.

RENEE N.G. STACKHOUSE 
Trial Attorney, Owner 

Stackhouse, APC

Levi Silver is Partner at Solomon Ward 
Seidenwurm & Smith LLP. He is an 
accomplished litigator with extensive 

experience in corporate, securities, crypto-
currency, commercial and other complex 
business litigation. 

Silver represents clients in a wide variety 
of industries and of different sizes and types, 
from individuals and start-ups to Fortune 
500 companies. He often represents indi-
viduals and small companies against much 
larger and better-funded opponents, where 
cost-efficiency, clear thinking and focused 
efforts are paramount. 

Throughout the development of his ca-
reer, Silver has represented high profile cli-
ents and collaborated with some of the na-
tion’s most well-respected litigators on some 
of the highest profile, highest stakes cases of 
the early 2000s. More recently, Silver found-
ed and now chairs Solomon Ward’s Securi-
ties and Cryptocurrency Litigation Group. 

He is a Martindale-Hubbell AV Preem-
inent Rated attorney, a San Diego Super 
Lawyer and a San Diego Magazine Top 
Business Litigation Lawyer.

LEVI SILVER
Partner

Solomon Ward Seidenwurm & 
Smith LLP 

SCOTT STANTON 
Member 
Mintz

Adam Sloustcher is a Partner at Fish-
er Phillips in the San Diego and 
San Francisco offices. He is also 

co-chair of the firm’s Sports Team, a di-
verse group of former collegiate and pro-
fessional athletes dedicated to advising 
sports employers regarding compliance 
with laws that impact their workplace. 
The team has become a go-to source for 
employers looking for guidance on man-
aging controversies, as well as defending 
them before governmental, regulatory, 
and administrative agencies and, when 
necessary, in litigation.  

Sloustcher represents local, region-
al and national employers in a broad 
range of employment disputes. He fo-
cuses a large portion of his practice on 
defending employers in wage-and-hour 
class action lawsuits, as well as those 
brought under California’s Private At-
torneys General Act.  

Sloustcher was named a San Diego 
Super Lawyers Rising Star in 2020 and 
2021 for his work in labor and employ-
ment law. 

ADAM SLOUSTCHER 
Partner 

Fisher Phillips

Jenifer Swanson is Vice President at Cal-
ifornia Business Law Group, PC. 

With 13 years of experience in 
commercial real estate management prior 
to pursuing her law career, Swanson has 
a practical understanding of commercial 
real estate and the daily challenges faced 
by property owners and managers. She puts 
that understanding to practice assisting cli-
ents with lease review and drafting for retail, 
office and industrial leases. 

Swanson represents investors and de-
velopers in purchase and sale transactions, 
1031 exchanges and refinances. Addition-
ally, she works with small business owners 
to form entities and ensure compliance 
with California corporate laws, including 
S-Corps and LLCs as well as formation of 
single purpose entities. 

Swanson volunteers pro bono work with 
California Western School of Law’s Com-
munity Law Project and has worked with 
the Alliance Defending Freedom. She re-
cently joined CREW, a nonprofit that ele-
vates a network of women in commercial 
real estate professionals in San Diego.

JENIFER SWANSON 
Vice President 

California Business Law Group, 
PC



OCTOBER 24, 2022   35  

Kristen Worley is a Partner at Higgs 
Fletcher & Mack. Her law practice 
centers on construction litigation and 

select real estate and construction trans-
actional matters. 

Worley has been practicing law for two 
decades and has been selected to Super-
Lawyers for the San Diego region since 
2020. She represents owners, general con-
tractors, subcontractors, developers, lend-
ers, sureties, private equity capital investors, 
suppliers and businesses of all sizes from 
large corporations to local small businesses. 

To the benefit of her clients, Worley 
has significant experience and expertise 
in representing industry participants from 
every angle. Worley has obtained signifi-
cant victories for her clients, often resulting 
in published decisions making new laws. 

To aid clients in meeting critical dead-
lines, Worley developed a proprietary tool, 
the “Timeline of Construction Remedies 
Under California Law,” which she made 
broadly available within the last year in 
order to help others in the construction 
industry during the pandemic.

Jessica Yang is a Partner at Lagasse 
Branch Bell + Kinkead. She has 
worked at LBBK for her entire 10-

year legal career, starting as a law clerk 
and now as a partner. 

Yang practices in the areas of employ-
ment law and general litigation. Her em-
ployment practice includes defending 
employers in a variety of legal claims in-
cluding wrongful termination, harassment, 
discrimination, retaliation and wage and 
hour matters. She also regularly counsels 
employers regarding issues such as disci-
plinary actions and investigations. Yang 
also represents defendants in premises li-
ability and personal injury claims. 

Yang previously clerked for Civil Di-
vision of U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern District of California, and 
served as a judicial extern for Honor-
able William McCurine, Jr., retired U.S. 
Magistrate Judge for Southern District 
of California. 

Yang has been featured on the San 
Diego Super Lawyers Rising Stars list in 
2021 and 2022.

KRISTEN WORLEY 
Partner 

Higgs Fletcher & Mack

Megan E. Walker is a Partner in the 
San Diego office of Fisher Phil-
lips. Her labor and employment 

practice focuses on litigation and appeals. 
She primarily works with clients in the 
healthcare and hospitality industries. 

Since beginning her career as an at-
torney in 2014, Walker has achieved 
professional excellence within the field 
of labor and employment law. Whether 
she’s negotiating a settlement, present-
ing oral argument in court, or drafting 
an appellate brief, she fights smart for 
her clients.

Before beginning her legal career, 
Walker gained experience in multiple 
industries. She produced the world pre-
miere of an off-Broadway play, provided 
research support to financial and legal 
professionals in global mergers & ac-
quisitions, and worked as an analyst in 
merchandise planning and allocation at 
a Fortune 500 fashion retail conglomer-
ate. As a result, she better understands 
her clients’ big picture business concerns.

MEGAN E. WALKER 
Partner 

Fisher Phillips

JESSICA YANG 
Partner 

Lagasse Branch Bell + Kinkead

Daniel Watts is a shareholder and 
attorney in the Litigation Team at 
G10 Law. He is certified as a Cal-

ifornia Appellate Specialist - a designa-
tion earned by only .016% of Califor-
nia attorneys. 

Before joining the firm, Watts prac-
ticed civil litigation in state and federal 
court at both the trial and appellate level. 
He is admitted to all four federal courts 
in California, California’s state courts, 
and the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
His past cases included civil rights and 
business disputes, employment and labor 
violations, landlord-tenant issues, tort 
claims, and administrative trials. 

Watts received his J.D. from UC Da-
vis School of Law in 2011, where he was 
an editor on the UC Davis Law Review. 
While an undergraduate at UC San Di-
ego, he ran for California governor in 
the 2003 recall election. 

In his free time, he mentors college 
newspaper editors on free speech and 
journalism issues.

DANIEL T. WATTS 
Shareholder 

G10 Law, APLC 

Eric Young is a Partner at Gordon 
Rees Scully Mansukhani. He has 
practiced real estate law in Califor-

nia for 35 years and helped grow a fledg-
ling real estate department to a nationally 
recognized practice.

Young has represented developers, 
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